"The White-Robed Army of Martyrs"
Hebrews 11:32-38
) Bernard Bell

Background

The Hall of Faith (Hebrews 11) commemorates many who were faithful to God. In
their confidence in things as yet unseen, all were witnesses to God by their
faithful actions. Most of them, whether named or unnamed, led victorious lives.
But towards the end of the chapter the tone changes to describe those who
suffered, even unto death, for their faithfulness. Our word martyr derives from
the Greek word for witness, but it has come to have the more particular meaning
of those who died for their faithful witness. Through most of its history the church
has commemorated the noble army of martyrs. But today the Western church
tends to celebrate success, power, influence, and numbers.

Sermon Text Hebrews 11:32-38



32 And what more shall | say? | do not have time to tell about
Gideon, Barak, Samson and Jephthah, about David and Samuel and the
prophets, 3 who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and
gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of lions, * quenched the fury of
the flames, and escaped the edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned to
strength; and who became powerful in battle and routed foreign
armies. ** Women received back their dead, raised to life again. There were others
who were tortured, refusing to be released so that they might gain an even better
resurrection. 3¢ Some faced jeers and flogging, and even chains and
imprisonment. 3’ They were put to death by stoning; they were sawed in two; they
were killed by the sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute,
persecuted and mistreated— 2 the world was not worthy of them. They wandered
in deserts and mountains, living in caves and in holes in the ground.

Discussion Questions

1. Preparation

What is one thing you hoped to talk about today/tonight?
What question(s) did you come away with from the sermon?
e What is the best thing you heard on Sunday?

2. Sunday Questions:
1

. The Spatial and Temporal Axes of Faith

The sermon describes faith as operating on two axes: a spatial axis (knowing God
exists and sees us right now in the unseen realm) and a temporal axis (believing
in a future reward for seeking Him).

« How does actively keeping both axes in view change the way we pray and
endure when present circumstances offer no immediate relief or visible
resolution?

2. Confronting the "Two Halves" of Hebrews 11

The preacher highlights a dramatic shift in Hebrews 11:32-38: the first half
focuses on triumphant success (conquering kingdoms, escaping lions, receiving
the dead back to life), while the second half details severe suffering, torture,
destitution, and martyrdom.



o Why do you think modern Western Christian culture gravitates so heavily
toward the "first half" stories of victory, and what spiritual risks do we run
if we ignore or devalue the "second half" stories of suffering?

3. Refusing Compromise for an "Even Better Resurrection”

The text highlights martyrs who were offered freedom from torture if they
recanted, yet refused to be released so that they might gain an "even better
resurrection”.

« While most of us may not face physical torture, what are some subtle ways
believers today are tempted to compromise their allegiance to Christ in
exchange for comfort, safety, or public approval?

4. Inverting the World's Definition of Worth

The sermon draws attention to the parenthetical statement in verse 38: "the
world was not worthy of them". While society viewed these destitute, wandering
outcasts as losers, God declared that the world didn't deserve them.

« In what ways does this divine perspective challenge the metrics of success,
influence, and growth we often use in our personal lives and church
communities?

5. Faithfulness vs. "Greatness"

Quoting Augustine and Hudson Taylor, the sermon concludes with the reminder
that "to be faithful in a little thing is a great thing".

o How does this truth reframe our common desire to do "great things" for
God, and what does quiet, sustained faithfulness look like in your specific
season of life?



