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Patmos: The Patmian School
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Patmos: Monastery of St John the Theologian

In the beginning 
was the Word, 
and the Word 
was with God, 
and the Word 
was God. He was 
in the beginning 
with God. 

(John 1:1-2)
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Patmos: Monastery of St John

Evangelical Symbols 

Lion: Mark 

Man: Matthew 

Eagle: John 

Ox: Luke

BB 2001



Patmos: Monastery of St John

BB 2013



Patmos: Monastery of St John
Codex 

Petropolitanus 
Purpureus
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The Universal Church

431 451 1054

1517

Protestant

Roman Catholic

Eastern Orthodox

Church of the East

Oriental Orthodox

Eastern Catholic



One Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church

We believe in one holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. (Nicene 
Creed) 

Seven Ecumenical Councils: 

325 Nicea: Nicene Creed v.1 

381 Constantinople: Nicene Creed v.2 

431 Ephesus: Mary theotokos (God-bearer); condemned Nestorius 

451 Chalcedon: Chalcedonian Definition; condemned 
monophysites



Tradition
παράδοσις
traditio

current generation

previous 
generation

next 
generation

receive
παραλαμβάνω

accipio

pass on 
παραδίδωμι
trado

Tradition

Eastern Orthodox: 4th-5th cent. Church Fathers 

Roman Catholic: developing Dogma 

Protestants: abundance of traditions
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Moses

God
halakahoral

written

Torah
613 

commandments

Mishnah
written down

Jewish Tradition

Gemara
Mishnah
Torah

halakah (oral law) a fence 
around Torah (written law)

Apostolic Teaching

Jesus eye-
witnessesfrom baptism

to ascension

apostolic 
teaching
= gospel

NT
written down

!



Crosses

Latin Papal Celtic Greek Jerusalem Labarum Russian
Orthodox

Maltese Pattée



Egyptian Mummy Portraits
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St Catherine’s Monastery, Sinai
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St John the Theologian

Wikimedia Commons

with Prochoros his scribe



St John the Theologian



Vision of the Apocalypse


