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Background
Last week we kicked off our new series in Haggai by spending time reviewing the historical context of this small, but powerful, prophetic book. We also jumped into the first two verses of the book and focused on the nature of the Lord Almighty, the one who is speaking to his people (and us!) through the prophet Haggai. This week we'll look at ways in which God’s people had pushed him to the sidelines in their lives and in their community. We'll also be encouraged to examine our own propensities to push God to the sidelines and how to practically combat this very real threat of displacing God with other things.
Sermon Text Haggai 1:2-4
 
2 This is what the Lord Almighty says: “These people say, ‘The time has not yet come to rebuild the Lord’s house.’”
3 Then the word of the Lord came through the prophet Haggai: 4 “Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, while this house remains a ruin?”
Discussion Questions
1. Preparation 
· What is one thing you hoped to talk about today/tonight? 
· What question(s) did you come away with from the sermon? 
· What is the best thing you heard on Sunday? 
2. Sunday Questions:

1. The "Right Time" vs. God’s Time
The Israelites claimed "The time has not yet come" to rebuild the temple, despite having resettled in the land. The sermon suggests they were discouraged by external opposition and the meager nature of their new efforts compared to Solomon’s temple.
· Question: In what areas of your life or ministry are you waiting for the "perfect conditions" or the "right time" to prioritize God? How much of that hesitation is rooted in genuine obstacles versus a fear that your current efforts won't live up to past successes or high expectations?
2. The Theology of "Paneled Houses"
God contrasts the people’s "paneled houses" with His house remaining a ruin. The sermon notes that "paneled" implies extravagance and was the same word used to describe the lavishness of Solomon's temple.
· Question: If "paneled houses" represent the best of our resources being diverted to our own comfort and status, what are the modern "panels" in our lives today? How do we distinguish between meeting our basic needs and the kind of "extravagance" that pushes God to the sidelines?
3. Honesty as the First Step
The sermon emphasizes the first step of keeping God first is honesty about having a problem. It identifies "me-firstness" and "self-orientation" as ongoing struggles for everyone.
· Question: Why is it so difficult to admit that "self" is often our primary idol? How would our daily prayer life change if we started every morning by being brutally honest with God about our "me-first" inclinations?
4. God First Methods
The sermon indicates keeping God first by giving him the best of our time of energy 
· Question: Which one resonates with you most? 1. Giving the best part of your day for God 2. Prioritizing relationship and relational impact 3. Acting on spirit leading items 4. Using time to rest
The sermon also suggests keeping God first by being intentional with our resource
· Question: Which one of the following is most important to you? 1. Sharing as an act of worship and discipline 2. Developing a giving posture 3. Fighting inner struggle with consumer tendency 4. Stewarding the gift and ability given by God for the sake of his body and the world.
5. Distractions as Ministry
The sermon references Eugene Peterson’s idea that "distractions were his ministry" and suggests a prayer to "see the gift in distractions".
· Question: We often view interruptions as obstacles to our "real" work or spiritual goals. How would your perspective of your neighbors, family, or coworkers change if you viewed their unexpected needs as a primary way to keep God first?
6. From "Church Shopping" to Body Stewardship
The manuscript critiques a "church shopping" culture where people look for what a church can do for them, rather than what they can contribute. It emphasizes that every person is a "living resource".
· Question: Knowing that the Spirit in you is "necessary for the body", what unique "warts and gifts" are you currently holding back from your community? How does seeing yourself as a "resource" for God change the way you view your job, your family, or your local church?
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