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Listening to Jesus Pray for Us (Part 2) 

John 17 

 
 

Background:  

This Sunday, we return to John 17 for the second of four Sundays.  This is some of the 

most sacred space in all of the universe as we listen to Jesus, the Son of God, open his 

heart to God the Father.  Here, the incarnate God prays to God!  It is indeed sacred 

space!  And, as we did last Sunday, we will once again listen to Jesus pray while asking 

the question, “What does Jesus desire?”  Join us this Sunday as we continue our 

exploration of this magnificent text. 

Sermon Text (ESV): 

John 17 

1 When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, 

“Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you 

have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given 

him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 

whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you 

gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I 

had with you before the world existed. 

6 “I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world. 

Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they 

know that everything that you have given me is from you. 8 For I have given them the 

words that you gave me, and they have received them and have come to know in truth 

that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am praying for them. 



I am not praying for the world but for those whom you have given me, for they are 

yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in them. 11 And I am 

no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, 

keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we 

are one. 12 While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you have given me. 

I have guarded them, and not one of them has been lost except the son of destruction, 

that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 13 But now I am coming to you, and these things I 

speak in the world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 14 I have given 

them your word, and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just 

as I am not of the world. 15 I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that 

you keep them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the 

world. 17 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the 

world, so I have sent them into the world. 19 And for their sake I consecrate myself, that 

they also may be sanctified in truth. 

20 “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their 

word, 21 that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they 

also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 The glory 

that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, 

23 I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may 

know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me. 24 Father, I desire that 

they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that 

you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 25 O 

righteous Father, even though the world does not know you, I know you, and these 

know that you have sent me. 26 I made known to them your name, and I will continue 

to make it known, that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in 

them.” 

Discussion Questions: 

• Preparation 

o What is one thing you hoped to talk about today/tonight?  

o What question(s) did you come away with from the sermon? 

• Sermon Questions 

o As you reflect on the sermon, what stands out to you most? 



o This week, Shawn provided a framework for the prayer and again asked us to 

view it through the lens of, “What does Jesus desire for you and me?” Let’s 

look at the four aspects Shawn highlighted: 

1. That we know we are gifts 

• How does it change your perspective about yourself – and other 

followers of Christ – that we are gifts from the Father to his Son? 

2. That we have eternal life 

• Yes, we receive eternal life for the future, but do you believe that 

Jesus also has the authority and power to grant us eternal life in 

the present? That is, a life characterized by generosity, 

abundance, light, purity, love, peace and fullness of joy. In what 

situation do you most need this kind of eternal life now?  

3. That the Father keep us: 

• In the world: Shawn said that Jesus’ disciples must be kept in the 

world for the sake of the world, even with all its struggles, pain, 

and temptations. So why is it good for us to be in the world? 

• In his name: Name is shorthand for character and reputation. 

Discuss aspects of God’s character and reputation and why it’s 

important to consistently reflect on this. 

• From the evil one: How does the enemy work against Jesus’ 

disciples to try and divert our attention, distract our devotion, and 

destroy our confidence in the Father's goodness? 

4. That we have His joy 

• How can we actively, authentically show joy to others? In our 

culture where, on the one hand people are turned off to 

Christianity, and on the other hand people have no real exposure 

to authentic Christianity, how can our joy attract them? 

 


