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120218 Growth Group Study 
 

Who IS This Child? 
Matthew 1:1-17 

 
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,  
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.  Isaiah 11:1 

 
 

1. Discussion around most recent sermon 
a. Date:  12/02/18 
b. Series:  Advent:  Hope 
c. Title:  Who IS This Child? 
d. Text:  Matthew 1:1-17 
e. Preacher:  Bernard Bell 

 
f. Sermon Text:  Matthew 1:1-17 

1 The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of 
Abraham. 
 
2   Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the 
father of Judah and his brothers, 3 and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by 
Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Ram, 4 and Ram 
the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon 
the father of Salmon, 5 and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the 
father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, 6 and Jesse the father of 
David the king. 
 
 And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, 7 and Solomon the 
father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father 
of Asaph, 8 and Asaph the father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of 
Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, 9 and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and 
Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, 10 and Hezekiah the 
father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amos, and Amos the father of 
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Josiah, 11 and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the 
deportation to Babylon. 
 
12   And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel, 
and Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, 13 and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, 
and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, 14 and Azor the 
father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, 15 
and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan 
the father of Jacob, 16 and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of 
whom Jesus was born, who is called Christ. 
 
17   So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, 
and from David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the 
deportation to Babylon to the Christ fourteen generations. 

 
 

2. Discussion Questions 
 

NOTE TO LEADERS:  For this week, I (Shawn) have made three categories for 

questions:  preparation questions, sermon questions and further thought questions.  

Please feel free to use or not use the preparation and further thought questions if it 

doesn’t fit. 

 

a. Preparation questions 

1. As you reflect on the sermon, what stands out to you most? 

2. What is one thing you hoped to talk about today/tonight? 

3. What questions did you come away with from the sermon? 

 

b. Sermon questions (pick 3) 

1. Is Advent typically a time of hope or a time of stress for you?  Why or 

why not? 

2. How will you participate in “God’s story” this Advent season?  Answers 

could include doing the Advent readings, change of attitude regarding 

cultural expectations (consumerism, materialism, etc), intentionality of 

presence with friends/family, etc. 

3. Bernard’s posed this question:  Does your story have a “can be” right 

now?  Explain. 

4. As Bernard pointed out, the genealogy of Jesus contains five women, all 

of questionable character.  God does not overlook them, but 

remembers them.   

i. Explain a time in your life where you felt that God overlooked you 

(maybe a disappointment, maybe a failure, etc). 

ii. Explain a time in your life where you especially felt God 

remembered you. 
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5. Have you come to the place where you can say along with Bernard that 

“beauty lies in our brokenness?”  Why or why not? 

 

c. For further reflection 

1. What do you think Matthew’s use of “14” points to (hint:  7 is an 
important number in the Bible)? 

2. Matthew not only includes women with questionable character, some 
of these women are gentiles.  He includes many ordinary people, but 
also many evil men.  What does this say about the character of God?  
What does this say about the coming of King Jesus? 


