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“It was a dark and stormy night.” The quintessential opening sen-
tence, much-mimicked and much-mocked. It was first used as an
opening sentence in 1830, but the phrase itself is earlier. It has been
re-used many times since. For example, Madeleine L’Engle started A
Wrinkle in Time (1962) this way.

The most famous borrower of the phrase is Snoopy. Every single
time he sat atop his kennel at his typewriter, he began, “It was a dark
and stormy night.” He had no trouble composing a first sentence,
but he did often struggle with a second sentence. So sometimes that
second sentence was simply, “The End.”

For the past forty years there has been an annual competition
named in honor of the author of that 1830 novel: The Bulwer-Lytton
Fiction Contest. The challenge is “to write an atrocious opening sen-
tence to the worst novel never written.”This contest is run out of the
English Department right here at San Jose State University, and at-
tracts thousands of entries every year.

English literature is full of genuinely-good first sentences.
Shakespeare wrote some classics: “If music be the food of love, play
on; give me excess of it, that, surfeiting, the appetite may sicken, and
so die” (Twelfth-Night). And, “Now is the winter of our discontent
made glorious summer by this sun of York” (Richard III).

Some first sentences are very short: “Call me Ishmael” (Herman
Melville, Moby Dick, 1851), or, “Life is difficult” (Scott Peck, The
Road Less Traveled, 1985). Others are long. “It was the best of times,
it was the worst of times” (Charles Dickens, A Tale of Two Cities,
1858) seems short, but is just the beginning of a sentence that runs
for 119 words.

For the past month or two I’ve been thinking about first sen-
tences. I usually find the first sentence of a sermon the hardest to
write. A lot hangs on this first sentence. A good first sentence has two
important tasks. Firstly, it should capture your attention. Here I face
competition, because your mind may be elsewhere as I start
speaking. First words should generate interest and goodwill on your
part so that you are ready to pay attention to the next sentence, and
the next. So that you don’t stop listening before I stop speaking. Sec-
ondly, the opening words ought to be relevant to the rest of the ser-
mon—or speech or book. They should indicate something of what
is to come.

The Gettysburg Address (1863) is a great example of a strong first
sentence. Abraham Lincoln began, “Four score and seven years ago
our fathers brought forth, upon this continent, a new nation, con-
ceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are
created equal.”

I have been thinking not only about my first sentences, but about
first sentences in the Bible. Some are well-known. The OT begins:
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” (Gen 1:1).
There is a similar first sentence in the NT, as we heard in our Scrip-
ture reading: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1). Other first sentences
in the Bible deserve to be better-known, as I hope to show you today.

I start a new series, preaching through Hebrews. The book begins
with a long first sentence. It is so long that English translations break
it up into multiple sentences: three (NASB, ESV), four (NIV), or
even six (CSB). Here is the opening sentence of Hebrews, as
rendered by NIV in four sentences:

In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at
many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has
spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things,
and through whom also he made the universe. The Son is the
radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his
being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had
provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of
the Majesty in heaven. So he became as much superior to the
angels as the name he has inherited is superior to theirs. (Heb
1:1-4 NIV)

Though we often call this the Letter to the Hebrews, this is not
how a standard NT letter begins—telling us the author, the recipi-
ents and their location. We are not told these details. The last few
verses of Hebrews are like a letter, but not this opening sentence.
More recent translations title the work simply “Hebrews.” It is best
considered not as a letter but as a sermon, written and sent to Chris-
tians among whom it would have been read aloud at one of their
gatherings. The actual letters in the NT were also received this way:
read aloud to the gathered community. So also the Book of Rev-
elation, which is, among other things, a letter, and in which a bless-
ing is pronounced on the one who reads it aloud, and on those who
hear and respond appropriately (1:3). Some of you heard Michael
Reardon recite the entire Book of Revelation in 2001 and 2007, at
the beginning and end of my sermon series on that book. Some of
you have participated in readings that I have organized.
Encountering Revelation this way is a profound experience.
Encountering Hebrews this way would also be profound. A public
reading takes about 45 minutes. Hebrews is a sermon to be heard.

The author calls his work a “word of exhortation,” and states that
he has written “quite briefly” (13:22). If you have read or heard the
whole work you will smile at that, for it does not seem brief at all.

Just like a sermon today, Hebrews alternates between exposition
and exhortation. The author explains and then he applies. The expo-
sition feeds into the exhortation. The exhortation is rooted in the
exposition. Over these next four Sundays I will cover the first block
of exposition (1:1-14) and exhortation (2:1-4).

Who wrote this sermon and to whom? KJV entitles it “The Epis-
tle of Paul the Apostle to the Hebrews.” But it is very unlikely that
Paul wrote it. Who did is an open question. As for the recipients, the
most common view is that it was written to Christians in Rome in
the 60s during the reign of Emperor Nero. What we do know is that
the author is part of the community to whom he writes. He is tem-
porarily separated from them, perhaps by imprisonment, and hopes
to return to them again. Meanwhile he sends them this “brief ” word
of exhortation to encourage them to persevere in following Jesus. He
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HEBREWS 1:1-2a

writes to people whom he knows and cares deeply for. He knows
their situation and their struggles. He is therefore well-placed to give
appropriate words of exhortation.

His opening sentence is complex but beautifully-written. It befits
detailed exposition, so I will devote two weeks to it. I hope to be able
to convey to you some of its beauty. As a good first sentence it
introduces major themes of the sermon. This sentence is entirely
about God and the Son. God is the subject of the verbs in the first
two verses; the Son is the subject in the second two verses. The first
half is about the God who speaks, contrasting two eras of speaking.
God has spoken in the distant past and God has spoken recently.
There are four points of contrast between these two acts of speaking.

1. Formerly God spoke “at many times and in various ways,” but
now, it is implied, he has spoken in one singular, unique
manner, a one-time event.

2. He spoke “in the past”; now he has spoken “in these last days.”
3. Formerly he spoke “to our ancestors”; now he has spoken “to

us.”
4. Formerly he spoke “through the prophets”; now he has spoken

“by his Son.”

God speaks. Why does God speak? His speaking is a gift; it is an
act of divine generosity. Speaking is relational because it implies a
hearer. The spoken word doesn’t work unless it is heard and received.
In speaking, God extends beyond himself. He speaks to someone or
something other than himself. God is inherently relational because
God is Love. Love assumes relationship. Love has three aspects: the
lover, the beloved, and the love itself that flows between lover and
beloved. Ideally this love is reciprocated by the beloved back to the
lover. Such is the case within the Godhead, as Augustine described
long ago: the Father loves the Son, his beloved; the beloved Son loves
the Father back; and the Spirit mediates the love. It is a community
of perfect love. As we heard earlier, “In the beginning…the Word
was with God” (John 1:3). The Word was present to God. The Son
was face-to-face with the Father, as they looked on one another in
perfect love. It was a love much deeper than words.

God in his generosity decided to create a world beyond himself to
also receive his love and care. A world to whom he could speak. He
created this world by speech. “Then God said, ‘Let there be light,’
and there was light” (Gen 1:3). God’s act of speaking was heard and
it was effective. He spoke, and it was so—seven times. Ten times in
Genesis 1 we read, “Then God said.” He created an ordered cosmos
by his ten words. He spoke the world into being. Our call to wor-
ship, Psalm 29, mentions “The voice of the LORD” seven times: “The
voice of the LORD is powerful; the voice of the LORD is majestic”
(Ps 29:4).

God continued to speak. He formed a human being whom he
placed in his garden. A human being capable of hearing and re-
ceiving his word. The Lord God spoke again, to this human: “You
are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it
you will certainly die” (Gen 2:16-17).

God spoke. His word required a response. It needed to be heard.
The act of hearing is two-fold. First the words enter the physical ear.
But that does not guarantee hearing, as the exasperated parent or
spouse says, “Do you hear me?” or “You’re not listening!”The spoken
word must penetrate the mind and the heart, generating a response.
The Hebrew and Greek words for “to hear” imply both actions, both
the physical hearing and the response to what is heard. So, often
these words are best translated as “to obey.”

God spoke to Adam, who at this point is an undifferentiated
human. God spoke an abundant permission and a single prohibi-
tion. In heeding the prohibition lay Adam’s perfect freedom to enjoy
the provision. This is contrary to the modern attitude where
commandments, be they negative or positive, limit our human
freedom, restrict our autonomy, hinder our authenticity. But in
serving the Lord, hearing what he has spoken, we are truly free. But
the man and woman did not listen to the Lord. They did not receive
his word. Instead they listened to other voices. So God expelled
humanity from the garden, from his presence. Humanity lost its true
freedom.

But God did not give up speaking. He spoke again. He spoke to
Noah, whom we are repeatedly told did all that God commanded
him (Gen 6:22; 7:5, 9, 16). Noah heard and he responded. And so he
was saved in the ark.

God spoke again, to Abraham, who “believed the LORD, and he
credited it to him as righteousness” (Gen 15:6). Taking God at his
word was the right response to hearing God speak. And so God
fulfilled his promise of a son.

God spoke again, to the Israelites at Mount Sinai. But they were
terrified and begged Moses to stand between them and God. So God
spoke to Moses, and Moses spoke to the people. Moses functioned
as the Lord’s prophet, not foretelling the future, but forth-telling
God’s word. Through the prophet Moses God spoke to Israel’s fore-
fathers. He spoke gracious words, words of life.

God spoke TenWords, the Ten Commandments, giving Israel the
gift of moral order. He spoke seven words of instruction for the
tabernacle, giving Israel the gift of his presence among them. At the
end of his life Moses urged the Israelites to hear and obey God’s
commandments. Here lay the way to life and prosperity. Failure to
hear and obey would lead to death and destruction. That death had
already happened. Moses was speaking to the children of those who
came out of Egypt, because their parents had all died in the
wilderness for their refusal to hear.The parents failed to enter the rest
that God had promised.

God spoke. And so our preacher starts his sermon:

In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at
many times and in various ways. (1:1)

There is a lot of history packed into that statement. God kept on
speaking again and again to the forefathers, to Israel of old. He sent
them prophet after prophet as his messengers, proclaiming, “Thus
says the Lord.” But Israel did not listen. Finally, God expelled them
from the land, just as he had expelled Adam and Eve from the
garden. And for the same reason: they did not listen. Eventually God
stopped speaking: Malachi was the last prophet. For 450 years God
was silent. But the later prophets left a message of hope for the fu-
ture, that there would be a new age. God would speak again and his
people would listen.

Finally God spoke one more time. The preacher continues:

in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son. (1:2a)

The last days arrived and God spoke again. He didn’t speak
commandments, he spoke a person. Not just any person, but the
One and Only who is uniquely in the category of Son.

God’s action is illuminated by a parable that Jesus told, the para-
ble of the wicked tenants, included in Matthew, Mark, and Luke
(Matt 21:33-46; Mark 12:1-12; Luke 20:9-19). A landowner, who had
rented out his well-equipped vineyard, sent his servants to collect his
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share of the harvest. But the wicked tenants beat or killed each
servant in turn. The owner said, “What shall I do? I will send my
son, whom I love; perhaps they will respect him” (Luke 20:13).

Perhaps they will listen. As a supreme act of love for a people that
had persistently refused to listen, God spoke one more time, sending
his best beloved into the world.

The prologue to John’s gospel, part of which we heard as our
Scripture reading, carefully distinguishes two realms: the realm that
already was before the beginning, and the realm that came to be after
the beginning started.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning.
(John 1:1-2)

Four times we hear that, at the moment of the beginning, the
Word was already there with God. The Word is on the side of God
in being eternal, pre-existent. Everything else had a beginning;
everything else came to be, as we hear three times:

Through him all things came to be; without him nothing came
to be that has came to be. (1:3)

Given this strong distinction between the was and the came to be,
it is then a great surprise to read in v. 14:

TheWord became flesh and made his dwelling among us. (1:14)

The Son left the realm of the eternal was, and entered the finite
world of the came to be. The Son humbled himself. He became like
us. He entered into our human story. This is how God spoke! The
Son became human, like us, because existing humanity had failed to
be truly human. Humanity had failed to hear what God had spoken.
In particular, Israel had failed to be the new humanity that God had
saved and redeemed from bondage in Egypt, to whom he had given
the gift of order, to whom he had spoken again and again and again.
Israel had failed to listen, had failed to hear what God had spoken.
Now he has spoken again in Jesus.

At the Transfiguration, God spoke to the three disciples, Peter,
James, and John, who were with Jesus on the mountain: “This is my
Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!” (Matt
17:5). Listen to him! Again God’s speech requires a listening response.
What is our appropriate listening response to what God has spoken
in his Son? How do we listen to Jesus?

In calling his disciples Jesus said, “Follow me.” God has spoken
“to us.” This initially was to the Jews of the early first century. But
not many listened. Not many followed, especially when Jesus took
the path to the cross. The disciples heard and followed, but they
didn’t really understand, especially when Jesus took the path to the
cross. It would take the gift of the Spirit on Pentecost to open ears
and enable understanding, including of why Jesus took the path to
the cross. Many did hear: first Jews, and then Gentiles also. In the
context of Hebrews, the “us” is the preacher and his audience, his
community from whom he is temporarily absent. They have
responded in faith to what they have heard from those who had
heard earlier. They heard from the previous generation of hearers. As
we read Hebrews, the “us” includes all who have heard God speak in
his Son.We hear what God has spoken, and we respond by following
Jesus.

God spoke in the past by the prophets, and he has spoken in these
last days in his Son. The comparison between these two acts of
speaking is a major feature of Hebrews. The entire book is saturated
with Israel’s Scriptures, with what God spoke in the past—what we

generally call the Old Testament. Throughout his sermon the author
quotes from the Old again and again, and then shows how it is both
fulfilled in Jesus and surpassed by Jesus.

How do we put the two halves of the Bible together?There is both
continuity and discontinuity. Where to draw the line between conti-
nuity and discontinuity continues to be a major issue in Biblical
hermeneutics, in Biblical interpretation. But for many readers, this
is a moot point because they pay no attention to the Old at all, other
than perhaps for moral lessons. But here at PBCC we do pay con-
siderable attention to the Old and to how to read the two halves
together.

Let me make four quick observations on this topic.

1.The former word was good, but the new word is better. It is not
the case that the old was bad but the new is good. Both are
good, but the new is better.

2.To understand the present word we have to understand the for-
mer word. This is part of why we pay attention to the old, so
we can understand the new. So that we can understand how
Jesus fits into humanity’s story, and into Israel’s story.

3.We now have to read the former word with an awareness of the
present word. We know where the story is going. We know
how God has spoken since then.

4. We can’t put aside the present word, the new word in Jesus,
and return to the former word.

But it seems that some of those to whom the author sent this ser-
mon were tempted to do just this—to put aside what God has spo-
ken in his Son. They were in danger of letting go of Jesus. Why
might they let go? Life following Jesus was hard.They were suffering.
Some had already fallen away, denying Christ. The greatest danger
was not outright apostasy, not outright rejection of Jesus, but a
gradual drifting away from Jesus, a gradual ceasing to listen to what
God has spoken in his Son.

What does the preacher have to say to those who are in danger of
ceasing to listening? His response was to send them this word of
exhortation. The first exhortation is this:

We must pay the most careful attention, therefore, to what we
have heard, so that we do not drift away. (2:1)

Hebrews is a pretty dense, theologically-rich sermon. But it has a
straightforward purpose: to put Christ before us. I have chosen this
as my series title: Christ before us. I intend a double meaning. In the
exposition sections the preacher expounds the superiority of Christ
Jesus as the fulfillment of Israel’s Scriptures. He presents Jesus to his
audience. In the exhortation sections he urges them to fix their gaze
on Jesus, to have Christ before them in their attention. That’s the
first sense of Christ before us: Christ in our gaze.

The second meaning is this. The preacher reminds his audience
that Jesus has faithfully finished the course. Christ is before them in
the journey of life. In contrast to ancient Israel and to Adam, he was
faithful to God’s word. He heard. This is demonstrated in the
temptation in the wilderness, where each time he rebuffed Satan’s
temptation by quoting God’s word from Deuteronomy. Jesus was
faithful, he completed the journey, and has entered God’s rest. He
has taken his seat at God’s right hand, having finished his work. Jesus
is the author and perfecter of faith (12:2), not of our faith as it is often
translated, but of faith itself. He has perfectly modeled faithfulness,
doing what Adam and Israel failed to do. He heard God’s word. He
both was God’s word and he brought God’s word. He was faithful in
both. As such, he is our pioneer, our forerunner, our elder brother
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who has gone ahead. He is before us in the course. We follow him,
and eventually enter into God’s rest also.

Hebrews can be an intimidating book. It suffers relative neglect
compared to Paul’s letters. We all have our favorite verses from He-
brews, but tend not to know much about their wider context in the
book. People are intimidated by Hebrews as a whole. It has never
been preached here at PBCC in our 37 years. For the past dozen
years it has been my intent to rectify that.

The book’s message is one we need to hear today. It is a complex
book, but it has a simple premise. Over the next few years we will
pay attention to Jesus. Hebrews is very relevant today. Many of us
know people who were once passionate about Jesus but have drifted
away from him, imperceptibly at first, until finally they are no longer
tethered to Jesus. They have lost their mooring to the anchor.

Hebrews is a book about the old and the new, about God
speaking in the past to Israel and his speaking in these last days in his
Son. It is supremely a book about Jesus. Yes, it is saturated with
Israel’s Scriptures, but even more it is a book saturated with Jesus.
We are invited again and again to consider Jesus, to have Christ
before us.

We are mimetic creatures. We imitate others, especially those at
whom we look. This quickly becomes evident in young babies,
looking into the face of their parents. It is widespread in social me-
dia. We become like what we look at. We imitate what we pay at-
tention to. Hebrews directs our attention to Jesus, urges us to pay
attention to Jesus, so that we will imitate Jesus by faithfully following
him who has gone before us into God’s presence. We listen well to
what God has spoken in his Son when we gaze at Jesus and follow
him. Christ is before us as we gaze on him, and Christ is before us as
we follow him. We listen by seeing and following.

We gather together regularly to pay attention to Jesus as we sing
and as we hear the Scriptures. We gather in community and connect
with one another so that we follow Jesus together. The next two Sun-

days are Connection Sundays, learning of opportunities to connect
with one another and to serve together. We cultivate our passion for
Jesus, so that we remain firmly attached to him and not drift away.

Paul wrote to the Corinthians: “For God, who said, ‘Let light
shine out of darkness,’ made his light shine in our hearts to give us
the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of
Christ” (2 Cor 4:6). God has spoken. He spoke light into the world
in the beginning. He spoke light again into the world in Jesus. He
has spoken light into our darkness through his Spirit. God has spo-
ken in his Son to us. Let us pay the most careful attention to what
we have heard. Let us pay attention to Jesus. This is what Hebrews is
about.

I close with a prayer from the Book of Common Prayer. It is a
prayer that we would hear and receive Scripture well. It is placed
near the beginning of the church year to govern how we listen to
Scripture throughout the year.

Blessed Lord, who has caused all holy Scriptures to be written for
our learning; Grant that we may in such wise hear them, read,
mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by patience and
comfort of your holy word, we may embrace, and ever hold fast,
the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our
Saviour Jesus Christ.

(Collect for the Second Sunday of Advent)

Let us hear what God has spoken, and ever hold fast to Jesus.

Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal
covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shep-
herd of the sheep, equip you with everything good for doing his will,
and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ,
to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. (Heb 13:20-21)
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“What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves obey
him!” One day the disciples followed Jesus into a boat to cross the
Sea of Galilee. “Suddenly a furious storm came up on the lake, so
that the waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping.”The terri-
fied disciples woke Jesus up: “Lord, save us! We’re going to drown!”
Jesus rebuked their lack of faith, then “rebuked the winds and the
waves, and it was completely calm.” The amazed disciples asked,
“What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves obey him!”
(Matt 8:23-37). What kind of man is this? Surely only God controls
the winds and the waves. Was God present in the boat with them?

What kind of man is Jesus? People have been asking this question
ever since. It is a question that the Book of Hebrews explores in
depth. Yet Jesus is not mentioned until 2:9. In chapter 1 the focus is
on the identity of the Son and his relationship to God. The identity
of the Son and the identity of Jesus are related, and Hebrews will
eventually bring these two together. Discussion of their identities
reached a climax in the fourth and fifth centuries in the first four
ecumenical councils, when the church gathered together to debate
exactly this: who is the Son, and who is Jesus? Their deliberations
drew heavily upon the opening sentence of Hebrews. Over the next
few sermons we will consider the identities of the Son and of Jesus.
Who is the Son, especially in relation to God? And, who is Jesus,
both in relation to us and in relation to God?

Last week we started exploring the long opening sentence of He-
brews:

In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at
many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has
spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things,
and through whom also he made the universe. The Son is the
radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his
being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had
provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of
the Majesty in heaven. So he became as much superior to the
angels as the name he has inherited is superior to theirs. (Heb
1:1-4 NIV)

Last week’s sermon, entitled “God Has Spoken,” looked at the
first part of the sentence (1:1-2a) which contrasts God’s two great acts
of speaking. In the past, in many episodes, God spoke to Israel
through the prophets. In these last days he has spoken to us in his
Son. The past was the era of promise. God spoke promises to Abra-
ham, to Moses, to David, promises sealed by covenant. These prom-
ises seemed to have their fulfillment, in Isaac and in Solomon. But
they failed to live up to the promise. Fulfillment was partial and
temporary.

But in these last days God has spoken in his Son. Indeed, it was
God speaking in his Son that marked the arrival of these last days,
the age of fulfillment. And all who hear what God has spoken in his
Son enter into these last days, in which the promises are being
fulfilled in the Son.

God has spoken in his Son. The sentence now pivots on the word

Son. The Son is the focus of the remaining two-thirds of the sentence
(1:2b-4). The author describes the Son in seven statements. This is
hard to discern in English where the single sentence has been split
up into multiple parts. But there are structural clues in the Greek
that indicate seven statements. God is the subject in the first two
statements, the Son is the subject in the last five, but the Son is the
focus throughout.

The first statement is this:

whom he appointed heir of all things.

Inheritance is father-son language. In the ancient world and still
in some societies today the oldest son is the father’s heir. Now it is
common for younger sons and for daughters to also be heirs. Behind
this statement lies Psalm 2, a coronation psalm for the Davidic king
of Israel:

I will proclaim the LORD’s decree:

He said to me, “You are my son;
today I have become your father.

Ask me,
and I will make the nations your inheritance,
the ends of the earth your possession.” (Ps 2:7-8)

Under the Davidic covenant the king of Israel was in a Father-son
relationship to God. God’s intentions were to expand the king’s rule
beyond just Israel, to the nations, indeed to the ends of the earth.
But of the Son here in Heb 1:2, God grants him title not just to
Israel, or to the nations, or to the ends of the earth, but to all things,
to the entire creation. He is looking ahead to the end of time when
the Son will be ruler of all. “It will all belong to the Son at the end”
(The Message).

The second statement looks in the opposite direction, back to the
distant past:

and through whom also he made the universe.

The Son was the agent of God’s creative activity at the beginning.
As we read last week in John’s prologue: “Through him all things
were made; without him nothing was made that has been made”
(John 1:3). And in the Christ Hymn in Colossians: “The Son is…the
firstborn over all creation. For in him all things were created…all
things have been created through him and for him” (Col 1:15-16).

God is the subject of these first two statements, but the Son is the
focus. It is a comprehensive view of what God has done in and
through the Son. He has appointed the Son heir of all things with a
view to the distant future, and through the Son has created all things
in the distant past.

The Son is now the subject of the remaining five statements. The
third statement is twofold (v. 3):

The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact
representation of his being.

The Son is the perfect image of God, in two ways. First, the Son
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HEBREWS 1:2B-4

is “the radiance of God’s glory.” What do we mean by glory? It is a
very important Biblical concept, but it is a hard concept to pin
down. I think of it as pure light. God is Light and dwells in impen-
etrable light. The Son is the radiance of that light, the shining forth
of the light. He is that light made visible. Speaking of the eternal
Word made incarnate, John, again in his prologue, writes: “And the
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth”
(John 1:14).

In the OT God’s glory filled the Most Holy Place in the
tabernacle and in the temple, where its intense brightness was con-
tained from human view. John’s choice of word for “dwelt” evokes
that indwelling of God’s glory. The glory had departed from the
temple prior to its destruction. Now the glory has returned, not in a
building but in a person: in the Word incarnate, in Jesus. Yes, God
was present in the boat with the disciples. Jesus was “God with us,”
Immanuel.

The second way in which the Son perfectly images the Father is
that he is “the exact representation of his being.” “Exact rep-
resentation” is the Greek word charaktēr from which we get our Eng-
lish word. It refers to the stamping of an image onto a coin, making
a perfect impression. The Son exactly and faithfully mirrors the
fundamental reality of God. “He is the image of the invisible God”
(Col 1:15).

God created human beings in his image to represent him in the
world he had created, something we have done imperfectly. But the
Son is the perfect image of God, something far superior to created
humans. During the fourth century there was much debate about
this identity between Father and Son. The result of the first two ec-
umenical councils was the language in the Nicene Creed: “the only
Son of God…God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God…of one Being with the Father.”The Creed confesses the closest
possible identity between Father and Son. They are distinct yet one.
The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation
of his being.

The fourth statement about the Son is this:

sustaining all things by his powerful word.

Not only was the Son the agent of creation in the beginning, and
will be Lord of creation at the end, but in the middle he keeps all
creation going.

Particle physicists and cosmologists are eager to discover what
sustains the universe. The current Standard Model requires 25 funda-
mental physical constants. As fundamental constants, they cannot
be derived from anything else, which means they can’t really be ex-
plained. They just are; they are “givens.” It takes 25 of these for the
Standard Model to work. Nor can the Standard Model explain
everything. Hence the quest for a Grand Unified Theory. What has
become clear is that the universe is very finely-tuned in terms of
these constants. If they were just slightly different the universe would
not be sustained. Some get around this by proposing a multi-verse—
not a metaverse. With an infinite number of universes anything is
possible, even whales and petunias falling from the sky. It’s an infi-
nite probability drive.

Scripture presents the eternal Son as the sustainer of the universe.
Here in Hebrews. Also in the Colossian Christ hymn, “in him all
things hold together” (Col 1:17). And Ephesians tells us of God’s pur-
pose in Christ “to bring unity to all things… under Christ” (Eph
1:10). The Son is front and center in God’s administration of his

cosmos: at the beginning, in the middle, and at the end. The Son
sustains all things by his powerful word.

The fifth statement is this:

After he had provided purification for sins.

In ancient Israel purification for sins was the task of the priests.
They offered sacrifices, sprinkled blood, prescribed cleansing rituals,
and pronounced purity. But the blood of bulls and goat could never
accomplish full atonement for Israel’s sins. The work of the priests
was never done. A better priest and a better offering was needed.
Where could these be found? God provided by speaking in his Son.
The Son became human. He “had to be made like them [Abraham’s
descendants] in order that he might become a merciful and faithful
high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for
the sins of the people” (2:17). The Son entered Israel’s history as Jesus
the Messiah, Jesus the Christ. Messiah implies a king, and Jesus did
come to be the true king. But the central chapters of Hebrews are
devoted to his ministry as high priest, as a great high priest better
than all former high priests. Jesus the better priest, offered up a bet-
ter sacrifice to accomplish true purification for sins. He offered up
himself. He was both offerer and offering, and superior in both
respects. He thereby accomplished such a great salvation. The Son
provided purification for sins.

The sixth statement is the main clause; it contains the main verb:

he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.

Having accomplished purification for sins through his own shed
blood, the Son sat down at the right hand of God in the highest. He
sat down as high priest, because his sacrificial ministry was finished.
He sat down as king, enthroned at God’s right hand. We pay at-
tention to Good Friday and to Easter, but we don’t pay enough at-
tention to Ascension Day, forty days after Easter, nor indeed to
Pentecost, ten days later. Ascension Day is the day of the Son’s
investiture and enthronement. We live in a presidential republic, so
you might not understand what investiture and enthronement are.

In 1969 Prince Charles was invested by his mother as Prince of
Wales, the crown prince, heir apparent to the British throne. The
root idea behind the word “investiture” is to dress someone in a robe,
symbolizing a new office or status. The Queen placed a crown on
Charles’s head, and a fancy robe was placed on his shoulders. Then
he took his seat at the Queen’s right hand. He is still heir apparent
53 years later. In 1972 I was in Bangkok during the investiture of
Prince Vajiralongkorn as crown prince, as heir to the Thai throne,
then occupied by his father Bhumipol. It was 44 years before he as-
cended the throne as King Rama X. Both these investitures were
huge events at the time, extensively covered in the media and cele-
brated by the public. In a monarchy investiture of the crown prince
is a big deal.

The Son sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.
Finally, the seventh statement (v. 4):

So he became as much superior to the angels as the name he has
inherited is superior to theirs.

He became superior to the angels, implying that previously he
was not. Yet surely he had been superior in the beginning. Why had
he become inferior? We can trace the Son’s path this way. As the one
through whom all things were created, including the angels which
are created heavenly beings, the eternal Son was always superior to
the angels. But he gave up his status and became lower than them as
a human being, incarnate as Jesus. When we first read the name
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Jesus, we learn that he “was made lower than the angels for a little
while” (2:9). At his ascension he became superior again. But he did
not put off his humanity. It is as God incarnate in flesh that he has
become superior to the angels within history. The exalted Son is the
exalted Jesus Christ. A human being has entered into God’s very
presence.

And his superior status is matched by a superior name that he has
inherited. This brackets the first statement that God appointed the
Son as heir of all things in fulfillment of his promise to David.

The Son’s trajectory is also described in our Scripture reading
from Philippians 2, which likewise ends with a name. We read of
Christ Jesus, who, being in very nature God, made himself nothing,
by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human
likeness. Being found in appearance as a human, he humbled him-
self further by becoming obedient to death, even death on a cross!
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the
name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow…and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is
Lord (Phil 2:6-11).

What is the name that the Son has inherited, the name that God
has given the risen and ascended Christ Jesus? There are several
possible answers. I will consider three.

Is it the name Jesus? The Philippian hymn states that “at the name
of Jesus every knee should bow.” It was a significant name: Yeshua or
Yehoshua (Joshua), meaning Yahweh saves. But this was the name
placed upon him at birth, indeed even before birth, when the angel
told Joseph, “you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save
his people from their sins” (Matt 1:21). It was a common name, and
is still a common name today, in Spanish. So, I don’t think it was the
name Jesus.

In the Philippian hymn the name is given at the ascension. It is
probably Lord. Jesus has been exalted so that all would eventually
“acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord.” What does it mean to con-
fess that Jesus is Lord? Lord is a significant name. God’s personal
name, as revealed to Moses at the burning bush, and by which he
was known to the Israelites was Yahweh. But so concerned were Jews
about not profaning the name of the Lord their God, that they
ceased pronouncing the name. It became too sacred to say. Instead
they said Adonai, meaning Lord, master or sir. The Greek translation
of the OT rendered this as kurios, with much the same meaning. For
a Jew to acknowledge “Jesus Christ is kurios, Lord” was to affirm an
identity between Jesus Christ and Yahweh, Israel’s God. Yet Jewish
Christians did so without compromising their monotheism, their
staunch belief that there is only one God. For a Gentile to confess
“Jesus Christ is Lord” was to affirm that others who claimed the title
Lord were not Lord at all. Who else claimed the title of Lord? Caesar,
the Roman emperor. So Gentile Christians were declaring that
Christ is Lord, Caesar is not.

There is a third option. The inheritance of the superior name is
mentioned immediately after the session at God’s right hand, and
echoes the appointment of the Son as heir of all things in the first
statement. So we should look at God’s covenant with David (2 Sam
7), where he promised David a great name.

The Davidic covenant involves a wordplay with house and name.
After the Lord had given David rest from all his enemies, David was
living comfortably in his house (palace), and wanted to build a house
(temple), for the ark of the covenant, which was then in a tent.
Through the prophet Nathan, the Lord replied that David would
not build a house (temple) for the Lord; instead the Lord would build

David a house (dynasty). “I will make your name great, like the
names of the greatest men on earth” (7:9). The Lord promised David
a son: “I will establish his kingdom. He is the one who will build a
house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom
forever. I will be his father, and he will be my son.” (2 Sam 7:12-14)

David’s son Solomon did indeed build a magnificent house for
the Lord, the temple where God placed his name. But Solomon
failed to live up to fulfillment of the promise.The risen and ascended
Jesus did fulfill the promise as the Son of David. When he took his
seat and inherited the name, he fulfilled God’s promise, “I will make
your name great.”

I want to say a few words about the image I am using for this
sermon series, “Christ before us.” This type of image is Christ Panto-
crator, Christ, Ruler of All. It is common in the iconography of the
Eastern church. This particular one is a beautiful 12th-century mo-
saic in Cefalù cathedral in Sicily. It had long been on my bucket list,
and I was finally able to see it in person in 2012.

The Pantocrator image is usually placed high up in a church; this
one is in the half-dome of the apse at the very front of the cathedral.
Christ’s face is stern. He seems so high up and so far off, rather like
a distant emperor.

This is not the perspective of Hebrews. Yes, Christ is seated in
glory as ruler of all. But he is also seated as the great high priest. He
has finished his high-priestly work of offering a sacrifice for pu-
rification from sins. But he continues his high-priestly ministry. He
remains a compassionate and faithful high priest. He is not ashamed
to call us his brothers and sisters (2:11), to be identified with us. He
is able to help us. We can therefore “approach God’s throne of grace
with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace in our
time of need” (4:16). Jesus is the “great Shepherd of the sheep”
(13:20).

Yes, God was in the boat with the disciples. Jesus’s action in still-
ing the storm, ruling creation, showed that God was present among
them in Jesus. But now Jesus is present at God’s right hand as both
king and high priest. When God spoke in Jesus, God became present
among humanity. Now that Jesus has been exalted, humanity is
present with God.

Hebrews finally ties together the identities of the Son and of Jesus
in chapter 4:

Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended
into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith
we profess. (4:14)

How do we hold firmly to the faith we profess? By having Christ
before us. By setting our gaze on Jesus Christ, the Son of God. This
is what Hebrews does again and again: it puts Christ before us so
that we can fix our eyes on Jesus. A second way we hold on is by
encouraging one another:

let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and
good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but encouraging one another. (10:24-25)

Today is Connection Sunday. There are tables outside showcasing
many different ways to connect with each other, so that we can
encourage one another to hold firmly to the faith we profess.

But first, because these seven statements about the Son were so
important during the first four ecumenical councils, I would like us
to recite together the Nicene Creed, the product of the first two
councils. Some of you have been with me in Istanbul where we have
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stood in the very place where the Creed was finalized and have re-
cited it together. Let us stand and together profess our faith.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.
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“Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us
on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” On the first Easter
Sunday two discouraged disciples were walking from Jerusalem to
Emmaus, deep in conversation. A stranger drew alongside and asked
“What are you discussing together as you walk along?” They were
surprised and replied, “Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who
does not know the things that have happened there in these days?”
These two were trying to make sense of these recent events: the
crucifixion of Jesus and breaking reports that very morning that his
tomb was now empty. The stranger set them straight: “beginning
with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said
in all the Scriptures concerning himself.” It could have been a long
explanation: they had seven miles to walk. Yet the two did not rec-
ognize him.

When they reached their destination they invited the stranger in:
“Stay with us.” So he went in to stay with them. At table with them,
he took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and was giving it to them. Only
then did they recognize this stranger as Jesus, but at that moment of
recognition he vanished. It was then that they said to each other,
“Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on
the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” Immediately they hurried
back to Jerusalem to tell the others (Luke 24:13-35).

Their hearts burned when Jesus opened the Scriptures to them.
He explained what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.
These Scriptures were Israel’s Scriptures: Moses and the Prophets.

Seven weeks later, on Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit came upon
the believers in Jerusalem, Peter was empowered to preach his first
sermon. He began, “this is that which was spoken by the prophet”
(Acts 2:16 KJV).This is that! As he continued his sermon, under this
he included the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus, his exaltation
to God’s right hand, and the gift from God through Jesus to them of
the Holy Spirit. Death, resurrection, ascension and the gift of the
Spirit. These four events constitute this. And this, Peter said, equals
that: that which was spoken by the prophet Joel, “In the last days,
God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people…” The transition
from that to thismarked the arrival of the last days. Peter was able to
put the two together, the old and the new, the former word and the
new word, what God said in the prophets and what he has now done
in the Son. Peter could not have done this the day before. It required
the gift of the Spirit to see that this is that.

The writer to the Hebrews does a similar thing in his opening
chapter: this is that. In his magnificent opening sentence (1:1-4) he
has introduced two major themes of his work. First, God has spo-
ken: he spoke in the past to ancient Israel through the prophets, and
now in these last days he has spoken definitively to us in the Son.
Secondly, the Son has become superior to the angels and inherited a
better name. He was exalted to this superior status and name at his
ascension, when he sat down at God’s right hand on the Davidic
throne, received the great name promised to David, and is now
Lord.

The author now brings these two themes together, showing how
the superior status of the Son to the angels is in fulfillment of that
which God spoke of old; it is in fulfillment of Israel’s Scriptures. It is
his own way of saying this is that, just like Peter. That is what God
had spoken long ago to ancient Israel by the prophets. This is what
God has spoken to us in the Son. They are connected as promise and
fulfillment. As Augustine said, referring to the two testaments, the
two halves of the Bible: “The new is in the old concealed, the old is
in the new revealed.”

Our author shows how that is fulfilled in this using a string of
seven quotations from Moses and the Prophets, the same sources as
Jesus used on the Emmaus Road. By Moses is meant the first five
books of Israel’s Scriptures: Genesis through Deuteronomy; what
Jews call the Torah, what we call the Pentateuch. This is Israel’s birth
narrative, as it were. One quotation is from Moses, from Deuteron-
omy. The Prophets is a more comprehensive term than we normally
think. It includes the books about Israel’s history after the death of
Moses, from the entrance into the land through until the exit from
the land into exile. It includes the accounts about David and
Solomon. One quotation is from that history, from 2 Samuel. The
other five are from the psalms. David as psalmist was considered a
prophet.

The seven quotations can be taken in three blocks, each beginning
with a reference to the angels. Each block contrasts the angels and
the Son, showing the superiority of the Son to the angels. The first
group is the first three quotations, linked by “again and again.” The
first two concern the Son, contrasted with the third concerning the
angels. First, the two about the Son:

For to which of the angels did God ever say,

“You are my Son;
today I have become your Father”?

Or again,

“I will be his Father,
and he will be my Son”? (Heb 1:5 NIV)

The initial question is rhetorical, expecting the answer “none.”
God has never said of the angels what he says of the Son.

The first quote is from Psalm 2:7, the second from 2 Samuel 7:14.
I quoted both of these last week, because they lie behind God’s ap-
pointment of the Son as heir of all things (1:2). In 2 Samuel 7 God
promised David a son who would be king, who would build God a
house for his Name, and with whom God would enter into a Father-
son relationship.This relationship was inaugurated at the coronation
and enthronement of the king in Jerusalem. That is the “today” of
the Psalm 2 quote. Today came for Solomon on the day of his
enthronement as king. Today came for each of his dynastic suc-
cessors at their enthronement. The line continued for many
generations.

But after Judah went into exile there had been no king. For 600
years there had been no Davidic heir on the throne. The throne had
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been unoccupied. There had been no “today.”Was the promise dead,
along with Solomon and Hezekiah and Josiah, the kings that partic-
ularly aroused Israel’s hope? As our author connects what God spoke
in the past and what he has spoken in his Son, he is confident that
Today has now arrived. The Today towards which all the previous
lesser todays pointed. The last days had arrived. At his ascension the
Son sat down at God’s right hand as the true king, in fulfillment of
these two texts.

He who had always been the Son from before creation, was now
installed as Son in fulfillment of the Davidic covenant. David’s true
heir was on the throne. Of no angel did God ever say this!

What did God say concerning the angels?

And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he
says,

“Let all God’s angels worship him.” (1:6)

This third text is from Moses, from Deuteronomy 32:43. When
said long ago, it called the angels to worship God. But the text now
speaks into a new situation: “when God brings his firstborn into the
world.” The firstborn is the Son, the heir. When did God bring him
into the world? Was it at the incarnation? Or at the ascension? Or is
it yet future, at the parousia, at Christ’s return?The Son did enter the
world at the incarnation. But the word translated “world” here is not
the usual word for earth or world: it is neither gē nor kosmos, but
oikoumenē. Given the whole context, this is best understood as God’s
realm where he installs the firstborn as heir. So this is yet another
reference to the Son’s enthronement at God’s right hand, another
reference to Today, when the Davidic covenant was fulfilled. What
do Israel’s Scriptures say concerning this day, Today? “Let all God’s
angels worship him.” This ancient text still speaks, but now with ref-
erence to the exalted Son.

The fundamental divide in the universe is between creator and
creature, established in the very first verse of the Bible: “In the be-
ginning God created the heavens and the earth” (Gen 1:1). On one
side is God the Creator, eternal from before the beginning of time.
On the other side is everything else, the Creation, which had a be-
ginning. It is appropriate for creation to praise and worship its cre-
ator. As we read in our call to worship: “All your works praise you,
LORD… Let every creature praise his holy name for ever and ever”
(Ps 145:10, 21).

The eternal Son is on the side of the Creator. The angels are on the
side of creation, though they are heavenly beings. The one whom
they are now called to worship is the newly-exalted Son. The one
who for a little while had been made lower than the angels but is
now crowned with glory and honor (2:9). He is the eternal Son who
had taken on humanity, and did not put off that humanity when he
sat down at God’s side, having become as much superior to the an-
gels as superior to them the name he has inherited (1:4). It is fitting
for the angels to worship him.

Our Scripture reading (Rev 5:6-14) showed the Lamb standing at
the center of the throne in heaven, receiving the praise, adoration,
and worship of all the heavenly creatures: the four living creatures
(the cherubim), the twenty-four elders, and an enormous multitude
of angels:

“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain,
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength
and honor and glory and praise!” (Rev 5:12)

Then the choir grew even larger, encompassing every creature

everywhere, in heaven, on earth, under the earth, in the sea. The
entire creation sang:

“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb
be praise and honor and glory and power,
for ever and ever!” (Rev 5:13)

Let all God’s angels worship him, the exalted and enthroned Son.
The angels never worshiped human beings. God made human
beings a little lower than the angels. But now the angels worship the
risen Lord Jesus Christ. How much more should those who have laid
hold of so great a salvation in Jesus worship him. And so, Christians
worshiped God and they worshiped the risen Jesus. This was not
something added later. It was something they did from the be-
ginning, as soon as they realized what had happened in the
enthronement of the risen and ascended Lord Jesus Christ. As soon
as they starting calling him Lord. It started with Jewish Christians;
they worshiped Jesus while holding on to their firm conviction that
there is only one God. As Gentiles were added to the church, they
did so as well.

This was shocking for non-Christians. How can you worship one
who has been crucified? One who has suffered the most shameful
death possible, who has been publicly humiliated? One who has
been rejected by all: by Jew and Roman alike? But the Scriptures are
clear: the one who has been so scorned, rejected, humiliated, and
utterly shamed, is the one whom God has crowned with glory and
honor and seated at his right hand. He is therefore worthy of our
worship. He is worthy of our worship despite the shame he endured.
No, he is worthy because of the shame he endured in our place. He
experienced death so that we might be set free, liberated to become
sons and daughters also. He was shamed so that we might receive
honor.

He is honored now at God’s right hand. The eternal Son has
returned to the glory which he had with the Father from the be-
ginning. And he took with him the humanity that he had put on to
become like us. The risen Lord Jesus Christ has entered into the
fullness of God’s glory.

That is the first block of texts. The enthroned Son is he whom
angels worship, and whom we worship also.

Moving on to the second block of three texts (vv. 7-12), the first
two contrast what God says of the angels (7) and what he says of the
Son (8-9).

In speaking of the angels he says,

“He makes his angels spirits,
and his servants flames of fire.” (1:7)

This fourth quotation is from Psalm 104:4. This is a psalm of
praise to God as creator, who uses what he has created. He sends
winds and flames of fire, which can herald a theophany, a mani-
festation of God’s presence. Similarly he sends his angels; they are his
servants or ministers, sent out to accomplish his purposes. But the
Son is different: he remains seated on God’s throne, as shown in the
fifth quotation, from Psalm 45:6-7.

But about the Son he says,

“Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever;
a scepter of justice will be the scepter of your kingdom.

You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;
therefore God, your God, has set you above your

companions
by anointing you with the oil of joy.” (1:8-9)
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Psalm 45 is a wedding psalm, celebrating the king. The psalmist
uses exalted language, even addressing the king as God. This
language was never realized in Solomon with all his flaws, nor in any
subsequent king in Jerusalem. But it has been fulfilled in the eternal
Son. He has been enthroned to an eternal rule. The God language
that was hyperbolic when used of Solomon is not so of the Son. He
is indeed God. It is fitting that this one be king, because he rules in
righteousness and justice. This was the vision for the Davidic king,
but a vision never fully realized. This king has been anointed with
oil. He is the Messiah, the anointed one.

Again we see that the Son is far superior to the angels. They are
ministering spirits, sent here and there, but he is seated forever.

In the sixth quotation our author reiterates the Son’s eternal sta-
tus, contrasting it with creation which is ultimately ephemeral.

He also says,

“In the beginning, Lord, you laid the foundations of the
earth,

and the heavens are the work of your hands.
They will perish, but you remain;

they will all wear out like a garment.
You will roll them up like a robe;

like a garment they will be changed.
But you remain the same,

and your years will never end.” (1:10-12)

The quotation is from Psalm 102:25-27. This psalm addresses the
Lord, meaning Yahweh, the God of Israel, the one true God. But
with the ascription of the title Lord to the risen Jesus, our author sees
this as applying to the eternal Son, the risen Lord Jesus. The Son was
there in the beginning, when the heavens and the earth were created.
It was through the Son that God made the universe (1:2). The heav-
ens and the earth will eventually wear out like a garment. They will
be changed, just as one puts off one set of clothing and puts on a new
set. The world is currently corruptible, indeed corrupted. But it will
be exchanged for a world that is incorruptible, imperishable, a world
that will not wear out. The New Jerusalem shall descend and heaven
shall fill earth. The risen Lord Jesus has already entered into this
world of incorruptibility. He is changeless. The Son, the Lord,
remains the same. His is an eternal kingdom.

The Son remains the same. One of the best-known verses in He-
brews is “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever”
(13:8). We are not. We still have corruptible, perishable bodies. But
one day we will put them off and put on ones that are incorruptible,
imperishable. We shall put on spiritual bodies—not in the sense that
they are non-material, but that they are filled and empowered by
God’s Spirit as incorruptible. The risen Jesus has already led the way.
He has put on his new body. When we hold fast to Jesus, the same
yesterday, today and forever, we have a secure anchor that cannot be
shaken. We are changeable but Jesus is not, and so, in him, we have
stability.

The final quotation is on its own, but echoes the first two and has
the same introduction:

To which of the angels did God ever say,

“Sit at my right hand
until I make your enemies
a footstool for your feet”? (1:13)

The quotation is from Psalm 110:1. Of all the verses in the OT this
is the one that is most-quoted in the NT. It had a great influence on

the early Christians. This, too, is a Messianic psalm. The Jews knew
that no king of Israel had fulfilled this. Instead they were now
looking ahead to a future Messiah of whom this would be true. The
early church realized it had been fulfilled on Ascension Day when
the risen Jesus ascended to heaven and took his seat at God’s right
hand. God has appointed him heir of all things. So God will bring
all creation under his rule. Every knee will bow and every tongue
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.

The opening sentence (1:1-4) has been about the Son, ending with
his superiority to the angels. The chain of seven OT texts has shown
that this superiority of the Son is in fulfillment of Israel’s Scriptures.
The Son is now seated at God’s right hand, having finished his
earthly ministry. He has an ongoing heavenly ministry as our great
high priest, interceding for us. But he remains seated at God’s side
for this.

Verse 14 provides the counterpart concerning the angels. They are
not seated.

Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will
inherit salvation? (1:14)

All of the angels are ministering spirits. Though not itself a
quotation, this echoes the fourth quotation (v. 7). The angels are
spirits. That is, they are part of the spiritual realm, the heavenly
realm. They are in God’s presence, but they stand in his presence,
while the Son remains seated. They stand at the ready, ready to be
sent on official business, God’s business. Even the highest category
of angels, the archangels, stand in God’s presence ready to be sent.

When the angel of the Lord appeared to Zechariah in the temple,
he said, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have
been sent to speak to you and to tell you this good news” (Luke 1:19).
He had been sent by God on a mission from heaven to earth. Five
months later he was sent again from God, this time to the virgin
Mary (1:26-27). In Revelation we read of all the angels standing
around the throne (Rev 7:11), of the seven angels who stand before
God to whom seven trumpets were given (8:2), of the seven angels
who were given bowls and told, “Go, pour out the seven bowls”
(16:1). All the angels are ministering spirits, sent out in God’s service.
The Son remains seated.

The angels of the Bible are not the cute cherubs of Raphael’s
paintings. They are not the angels of current popular imagination.
Angels are awesome beings that evoke awe, even fear. When the an-
gel appeared to the shepherds, “they were sore afraid” (Luke 2:9).
Zechariah “was gripped with fear” (1:12). In Revelation, John was so
awed by the angel showing him the visions that he fell down at the
angel’s feet to worship him—not just once but twice (19:10; 22:8).
On each occasion the angel said, “Don’t do that! I am a fellow
servant with you…Worship God!” (19:10; 21:9). The angels worship
God and the angels worship the Lord Jesus Christ, his Son,
enthroned at his right hand. He whom angels worship, and so do we.

The angels are sent out in God’s service for the benefit of “those
who will inherit salvation.” For the benefit of us. We were briefly
mentioned in the “to us” to whom God has spoken in his Son (1:2).
Now he brings “us” in again in preparation for the next paragraph
which will be his first exhortation to us (2:1-4).

God has given the Son all things as his inheritance, and the Son
has inherited a superior name. Now we have something to inherit:
salvation. But wait a minute, you may say. I thought we had already
received salvation. Christ has accomplished purification for sins. We
have come to Christ. But this is the beginning not the end of the
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journey. We have begun to follow Jesus. We have embarked on a
journey, a pilgrimage towards God and his rest. We need to follow
the path faithfully. We need to keep following Jesus. We do so by
setting our eyes on Jesus, by having Christ before us. Here in chapter
1 the preacher has put before our gaze Christ in his excellence and
glory, Christ at God’s right hand. He whom angels worship, and
whom we worship also. We gather on Sundays to worship, to pay
attention to God and to Jesus. We gather to have Christ before us,
to look to Jesus.

Christ is before us also in the journey. He faithfully completed the
course set before him and has entered into God’s rest. We now follow
our pioneer, our forerunner, the one who has gone ahead. We don’t
follow alone. We journey together as brothers and sisters. We
encourage one another to not lose heart, to not lose sight of Jesus.
We walk this path together.

We persevere in following Jesus. There are dangers along the way.
The biggest danger is taking our eyes off of Jesus. And so the author
intersperses his exposition of the excellence and superiority of Jesus
with exhortations. These exhortations contain warnings, the so-
called warning passages of Hebrews. The first will come in the very
next verse (2:1), which we will look at next week. This final phrase of
chapter 1, “those who will inherit salvation” shifts the focus to us in
preparation for chapter 2, which begins with a therefore. Therefore,
in light of the excellence of the Son, of his superiority to the angels,
of his place on the throne at God’s right hand, “we must pay the
most careful attention to what we have heard, so that we do not drift
away” (2:1). So that we remain faithful. We must pay attention to
Jesus: Christ before us.
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It is Labor Day weekend, the traditional end to summer. But with
our scorching temperatures, it feels like the height of summer. Labor
Day is also the traditional end of the summer break and the start of
a new school year. But most students have been back in class for a
couple of weeks already. Both teachers and parents hope that these
students are transitioning back to paying attention in class. They
might impress on them the seriousness of what they’re doing: “You
must pay the most careful attention to what you hear, or else…” An
exhortation to listen and a warning of the consequences for not do-
ing so. A carrot and a stick.The carrot: the prospect of future reward.
The college of your choice, the possibility of a scholarship. The stick:
or else, the dire consequences of not paying attention. You’ll fail the
test, your grades will suffer, and you won’t get into your choice of
school. Our students, especially in the Bay Area, are under enormous
pressure to perform. You, their parents, are also under great pressure
for them.

Students face great challenges. It can be difficult to pay attention
in class. Kids have spent their summer on their phones: on social
media or playing video games. Now they have to adjust to spending
each day without them. Many schools have cell phone policies, not
allowing them in class. If students do bring them to school, the
phones have to stay in their lockers all day. All this to prevent dis-
traction in class, and enhance the likelihood that the students might
pay attention. Many students struggle with ADHD; they struggle to
pay attention and maintain focus. Students wonder whether they
even need to pay attention. “Will it be on the test?” they ask the
teacher. If not, why bother paying attention?

The best teachers inspire their students to pay attention, whether
or not a particular topic will be on the test. They make their classes
interesting. They keep their students engaged.

Three weeks ago I closed my first sermon on Hebrews with the
collect for the Second Sunday of Advent from the Book of Common
Prayer. It begins: “Blessed Lord, who has caused all holy Scriptures
to be written for our learning; Grant that we may in such wise hear
them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them…”

This is the hope of every teacher: that the students will hear, read,
mark, learn, and inwardly digest. “Mark” here means to observe and
take notice of, as in the phrase “mark my words.” I grew up with this
phrase, “read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest.” It is well-known in
the UK, where the English language has been shaped by
Shakespeare, the King James Version, and the Prayer Book.

Hear, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest. This is what every
teacher wants of his or her students. It is what the preacher wants of
his or her listeners. It is what I hope of you. And it is what the author
of the Book of Hebrews wants of his readers. His work is best heard
as a sermon. He wants his listeners to pay attention: to the sermon,
to the Lord Jesus Christ about whom he speaks, and to their own
lives. He periodically warns of the dangers in not doing so. These are
the so-called “warning passages” of Hebrews. We come to the first
such passage today.

We must pay the most careful attention, therefore, to what we
have heard, so that we do not drift away. For since the message
spoken through angels was binding, and every violation and
disobedience received its just punishment, how shall we escape
if we ignore so great a salvation? This salvation, which was first
announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard
him. God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various
miracles, and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to
his will. (Heb 2:1-4 NIV)

This is essentially another very long, skillfully-written sentence,
comparable in length to the opening sentence (1:1-4). It breaks
readily into three parts, though NIV divides it into four sentences.

1. Paying attention to Jesus (2:1)
Therefore…What is the therefore there for? In light of everything

we heard in chapter 1, the preacher now transitions to application.
Therefore, we must pay the most careful attention to what we have
heard. So, what have we heard?

We have heard that God spoke in the past to ancient Israel, and
that he has now spoken definitively in his Son (1:1-2a). We have
heard seven statements showing the excellence of the Son (1:2b-4).
We have heard seven quotations from Israel’s Scriptures showing
how the word God spoke in the past is fulfilled in the word he has
spoken in his Son (1:5-13). And the preacher has finished with a ref-
erence to us: those who will inherit salvation (1:14b).

Inheritance is mentioned three times in chapter 1. God has ap-
pointed the Son heir of all things (1:2b). The entire creation will
come under his rule. At his enthronement the Son has inherited a
superior name as true heir to David’s throne (1:4). God intends that
we also be heirs: heirs of salvation (1:14b). Salvation is something that
we will inherit. Coming into this inheritance is yet future. Coming
into possession of the inheritance requires faithfully finishing the
journey, following Christ who has gone before us as our forerunner,
our pioneer.

Meanwhile, we must keep paying attention to what we have
heard. What we have heard is Jesus. The preacher has expounded the
greatness of the Son. He has set Christ before us in his excellence and
glory. He has lifted up to our gaze the risen, ascended and enthroned
Lord Jesus Christ. This is his carrot, as it were: to place Christ before
us in all his beauty. He also has a stick, a warning: “lest we drift
away.” The preacher will alternate back and forth throughout his ser-
mon: on the one hand, expounding the excellence of Christ, and, on
the other hand, exhorting his hearers to continue to pay attention to
Christ, with warnings about the consequences for failure to do so.
He expounds Christ not as abstract theology, but to place Christ
before us in such a way that we are inspired to follow him. So that
we are overwhelmed with his excellence and beauty, respond to him
in appreciation and love, and follow him whom we love.

We pay attention to what we love. We love what we pay attention
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to. The preacher is determined that this be Christ. Christ whom we
pay attention to, Christ whom we love, Christ whom we follow. He
is determined that it be Christ before us.

The warning is “lest we drift away.” If we don’t keep paying at-
tention to Jesus we will drift away from him. Some people do
commit outright apostasy. They renounce Christ. But the more
common danger is a slow drift away from Jesus. Imperceptible at
first and therefore not alarming. The once-burning heart slowly
cools. Less and less attention is paid to Jesus. Other things become
more important. This is what happened to the church in Ephesus, to
whom the risen Jesus says, “You have forsaken the love you had at
first” (Rev 2:4). Their love for Jesus and for one another had chilled.

One can continue paying attention but to the wrong things.
These may sound quite noble and spiritual. They might have a ve-
neer of Christian activity. But it is not Jesus that is the focus of at-
tention. To the church in Sardis Jesus said, “you have a reputation of
being alive, but you are dead” (Rev 3:1). One might have seen much
activity in Sardis but little attention to Jesus himself. It is easy for
Christians and churches to pay primary attention to things other
than Christ. They have drifted away from Jesus himself. Eventually
the drift may lead to a complete loss of connection to Jesus. This is
what happened in the church in Laodicea, where Jesus was shut out-
side the door.

How do we keep paying attention to Jesus? One way is to gather
together regularly. We gather on Sundays to pay attention to the
triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

On our handout each Sunday are these words about why we
gather. Let us read them together:

We gather in worship to remind ourselves who God is, what he
has done in Christ, and what he is doing through his Spirit. Our
desire is to praise God and receive afresh his Spirit in us, to affirm
that we are family reconciled one to another, and to be
empowered to reach out to the world.

We have used these words on the handout every week since 2014.
They go back to a short three-part sermon series I preached in 2012.¹

We gather in worship. We draw near to God, as the preacher later
urges (10:22). We re-orient ourselves, because we have all become
disoriented through the week. Our attention has been drawn else-
where. We gather and we turn to pay attention to God in Christ
through his Spirit. We pay attention in song, in prayer, in the
reading and exposition of the Scriptures. We see Jesus, high and
lifted up, seated on the throne, just as Isaiah saw the Lord. And, like
Isaiah, we bow in worship. We draw near, we pay attention, we re-
verse the drift.

We gather to remind ourselves.We hear afresh, and we pay careful
attention to what we have heard.We refresh our memory, our under-
standing of who God is, what he has done, and what he is contin-
uing to do. We refresh our memory of who we are in light of that.
Who we are in all our relationships: with God, with one another,
and with the world.We pay attention vertically and we pay attention
horizontally.

We do this regularly, weekly. Because we need to. We reorient
ourselves because we have all drifted during the week, however
slightly, however imperceptibly. Some of the Hebrews had given up
meeting together.The preacher urges them not to do so (10:25). They
needed to keep meeting. So do we. And not just on Sunday. There
are opportunities throughout the week to meet together in various
connection groups.

Are you drawing nearer to God today? Are you stationary? Or are
you slowly drifting away? The preacher places Christ before us, and
urges us to pay attention to him.

We are what we love. We become like what we look at. We are
formed by what we pay attention to. The best thing to pay attention
to is Christ. As we do so we are formed into Christ.This is God’s goal
for us, that we become Christ-like, like his beloved Son.

“We must pay the most careful attention to what we have heard,
so that we do not drift away.”

2. Warning from past history
Our preacher continues with a solemn warning from history:

For since the message spoken through angels was binding, and
every violation and disobedience received its just punishment,
how shall we escape if we ignore so great a salvation? (2:2-3a)

The message spoken through angels was the Torah, the Law that
God gave to Israel at Mount Sinai. That word was legally binding:
God and his people entered into covenant with one another. Moses
read the Book of the Covenant to the people, and the people con-
fidently responded, “We will do everything the Lord has said; we will
obey (hear/listen)” (Exod 24:7). The agreement was sealed with the
blood of sacrificial animals: the blood of the covenant.

But within forty days that generation had broken the covenant by
worshiping the golden calf. They continued to rebel against God, the
one who had redeemed them from slavery in Egypt. Their violation
and disobedience received its just punishment.They wandered in the
wilderness until they all died. They failed to enter God’s rest because
they failed to pay attention to what they had heard: the voice of God
through the prophet Moses. Our preacher will expound this failure
more fully in chapters 3–4.

This disobedience, this failure to hear and heed God’s word, was
repeated by Israel after it entered the land. Eventually Israel received
its due punishment: exile from the land. Why? Again, a failure to
hear. A failure to pay careful attention to what God had spoken.
They had heard, but they hadn’t heard. They knew the command-
ments, but they failed to heed God’s word. Just like Adam had heard
but not heard. Adam and Eve listened to another voice. They were
exiled from the garden. Israel was exiled from the land. All for failing
to pay attention to what they had heard.

Now God has spoken a much greater word in the Son. How
much more is it the case, then, that failure to hear this greater word
will bring greater negative consequences. How shall we escape if we
ignore so great a salvation? We ignore or neglect something when we
cease to care about it. We disregard something when we cease to pay
attention to it.

Again, how do we counteract this? How do we ensure that we
continue to care about this great salvation? By reminding ourselves
of this greater word that God has spoken in his Son. By paying most
careful attention to it. So that we remain faithful in the journey as
we travel together. And at the end of the journey we shall enter God’s
promised rest. We shall enter into our inheritance.

3. Supremacy of the word of salvation
God has spoken in his Son. The Son has made purification for

sins, and has sat down at God’s right hand. He has accomplished
redemption. So great a salvation!

This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was con-
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firmed to us by those who heard him. God also testified to it by
signs, wonders and various miracles, and by gifts of the Holy
Spirit distributed according to his will. (2:3b-4)

Our preacher now makes three points about this great salvation.
It was spoken by the Lord, it was confirmed by those who first heard,
and it was validated by God. His aim is to show us the reliability of
this word of salvation, so that we will pay attention. This word of
salvation is well-attested.

3.1 Announced by the Lord

This salvation was first announced by the Lord. Again the Lord
here is Jesus. The former word was spoken through angels. This
greater word has been spoken through the Lord. It is therefore so
much greater. Jesus announced the good news, that the kingdom of
God had arrived: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come
near” (Matt 4:17). The good news was announced in his death, res-
urrection and ascension. He provided purification for sins, and sat
down at the right hand of God in heaven (1:3). His earthly, high-
priestly ministry of purification for sins is complete. So great a sal-
vation!

3.2 Confirmed by the first hearers

Secondly, this word of salvation was confirmed to us by those who
heard. Neither the preacher nor his audience are in the first
generation that heard. They were not eyewitnesses to Jesus. But the
word spread. At Pentecost many Jews, visiting Jerusalem for the fes-
tival, heard and believed, then returned home with the good news.
After the death of Stephen the believers in Jerusalem were scattered.
They took the word to Judea, to Samaria, to Antioch, even to Rome.
In fulfillment of Jesus’s word, “you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).
And so the word came to this community, the community of the
preacher and his audience. They heard, they received what they had
heard, and they believed. They began following Jesus.

The author to the Hebrews was not a first-generation believer. He
heard from those who had heard. This is one of several reasons why
Paul cannot be the author. Paul heard directly from the Lord who
met him on the Damascus Road. We know neither the author nor
the recipients, nor where either was located. But this did not prevent
the early church accepting this book as canonical, as part of author-
itative Scripture. We can be profoundly grateful that we have this
book as Scripture.

We see here an intergenerational transfer: from those who first
heard the Lord to those who in turn heard them. And so down
through multiple generations until today. We stand on the shoulders
of those who have gone before us. Those who have heard, and passed
on to us what they have heard. Paul wrote to Timothy, his spiritual
son: “the things you have heard me say in the presence of many
witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be qualified to
teach others” (2 Tim 2:2). That is four generations: Paul to Timothy
to Timothy’s disciples and to their disciples. Hearing and passing on
what they have heard. And so it has continued until this day.
Generation after generation learning about Jesus from those ahead
of them, then turning around and teaching those who are following
them. This is tradition, which literally means a handing over. A
handing over from one generation to the next. Tradition often has a
bad reputation, as being old and stuffy. But tradition is a positive
thing. The church historian Jaroslav Pelikan famously distinguished:
“Tradition is the living faith of the dead; traditionalism is the dead

faith of the living.”
What we receive and pass on is now written in the Christian

Scriptures, in the New Testament, in addition to Israel’s Scriptures.
We hear the holy Scriptures. We read, mark, learn, and inwardly di-
gest them. As we absorb them, God through his Spirit shapes us into
the likeness of Christ. We are formed as we pay attention to Jesus.
Then, as we become the older generation, we transition to passing on
to the next generation.

Earlier in the service we heard from Todd Poulter. He and Karla
joined Wycliffe over 40 years ago to be Bible translators, so that oth-
ers could hear and read the Scriptures in their own mother tongue.
Todd was soon moved into leadership, first within Wycliffe, then in
fostering cooperation between multiple Bible agencies. For the last
many years he has focused on passing on to the next generation of
leaders. And he has been paying attention to Jesus. These two have
come together in his first book, published just 8 weeks ago: Learning
to Lead at the Feet of Jesus.²

3.3 Validated by God

Thirdly, this word of salvation was validated by God himself. God
gave supporting testimony, supplementing the Lord’s proclamation
and the passing on of the word of salvation. What was this support-
ing testimony? The first instrument used by God was signs and
wonders and various miracles. These are extraordinary events, things
outside ordinary experience. They indicate that God is at work. This
was so at the time of the Exodus from Egypt. God performed signs,
wonders and miracles. He sent a pillar of cloud by day, a pillar of fire
by night. He parted the waters of the Red Sea. He provided water
and manna and quail; food and drink in the barren wilderness. All
of these were supernatural events, explainable only as God at work.
God was evidencing his presence in the Exodus.

God was present in Jesus, who performed signs and wonders and
miracles. Jesus stilled the storm, he restored sight to the blind,
mobility to the lame. “Who is this man that even the winds and the
waves obey him?” the disciples in the boat asked (Matt 8:27). The
miracles indicated the presence of God, validating the word of Jesus.
In his Pentecost sermon Peter told the crowd: “Jesus of Nazareth was
a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs,
which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know”
(Acts 2:22). The signs, wonders and miracles corroborated, endorsed,
confirmed, and attested to the word proclaimed by the Lord and re-
ceived by those who heard. They were not an end in themselves.
They were in support of the word, authenticating it.

After Pentecost the apostles proclaimed the gospel, the word of
salvation, and God “confirmed the message of his grace by enabling
them to perform signs and wonders” (Acts 14:3). Again, the purpose
of the signs and wonders was God’s confirmation of the word of sal-
vation that had been proclaimed by Jesus and now by the apostles.

Do signs, wonders and miracles still occur today? Plenty of
churches pay a lot of attention to these things. But I think for many
of them the purpose is not the same. The signs and wonders become
an end in themselves, rather than evidence that God is validating the
word of salvation that is proclaimed. But I have read and heard
enough missionary stories to believe that signs, wonders and mir-
acles do take place on the mission field where the gospel is
proclaimed in new territory. Especially so in Fear-Power cultures,
where such mighty acts are rightly understood as manifestations of
divine power to authenticate the word spoken by humans.

There is a second instrument that God uses to validate the word
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of salvation: “gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his
will.” It is God’s gift of the Holy Spirit to us that enables us to hear,
receive, and respond to the word of salvation. And to each one who
does respond, God gives gifts from the Spirit: spiritual gifts. He dis-
tributes these according to his will, not ours. He chooses which gifts
to give to whom. He does so in a way that all the necessary gifts are
present in a community. These spiritual gifts are further mani-
festation of God’s confirming testimony.

A further gift of the Spirit is our own spiritual transformation as
we receive the word of salvation, embrace it, and begin to follow
Jesus. As we pay attention to Jesus, Christ before us, we are changed
into his likeness. We become more and more like Jesus, through the
Spirit. As we become like Jesus we manifest the fruit of the Spirit:
love, joy, peace, patience or forbearance, kindness, goodness, faith-
fulness, gentleness, and self-control (Gal 5:22-23). This trans-
formation in the lives of those following Jesus is itself powerful testi-
mony to the word of salvation.

In our Scripture reading, Eph 1:3-14, we heard about this great
salvation that we have received from God in Christ Jesus through his
Spirit. The Holy Spirit, present in us now, is the down payment, the
deposit, the pledge, of our inheritance until obtaining full posses-
sion. Until we obtain our blessed hope. God’s Spirit is with us as we
continue our journey towards God’s rest. God’s empowering pres-
ence within us authenticates the word of salvation.

Notice that this three-fold testimony is Trinitarian: spoken in the
beginning by the Lord, that is Jesus; validated by God; and further

evidenced by the gift of the Spirit. God is at work in us in Christ
through his Spirit.

I started with the first half of the Collect for the Second Sunday
of Advent, in which we ask God’s help to pay attention to Scripture.
The second half expresses the purpose: so that we may hold fast to
the blessed hope. So that we might persevere in our journey of faith
until we reach our destination. So that we might press on until
taking possession of the full inheritance. Meanwhile we pay at-
tention to what we have heard, and we follow Jesus faithfully.

I close with the full Collect:

Blessed Lord, who has caused all holy Scriptures to be written for
our learning; Grant that we may in such wise hear them, read,
mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by patience and
comfort of your holy word, we may embrace, and ever hold fast,
the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

1. Bernard Bell, “Embracing Relationships,” three sermons preached at
PBCC, September 2012: 1. Embraced by God; 2. Embracing One Another;
3. Embracing the World?

2. Todd Poulter, Learning to Lead at the Feet of Jesus: Encounters with
Grace and Truth (Littleton, CO: William Carey, 2022).
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