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121519 Growth Group Study 
 

We Beheld His Glory:  The One and Only 
John 1:14-18 

 

 
 
Background:  Before time and space began, God was already as a community of perfect Love: 
Father, Son and Spirit, fully present to one another. Out of the generosity of this great love, God 
through the Word, created a cosmos to experience his presence. In the fullness of time he sent 
his beloved, his One and Only, into the world, into space and time. The Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us. He did not abhor the Virgin’s womb, but dwelt there for nine months. In the 
man Jesus Christ, God was present to his people in love. God drew near: his One and Only has 
made him known. 
 
Sermon Text (ESV): 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was 
in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any 
thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear 
witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to 
bear witness about the light.  9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into 
the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not 
know him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did 
receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who 
were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
 
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he 
was before me.’”) 16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the 
law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever 
seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known. 
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Discussion Questions 

1. Preparation 

a. As you reflect on the sermon, what stands out to you most? 

b. What is one thing you hoped to talk about today/tonight? 

c. What question(s) did you come away with from the sermon? 

 

2. Sermon questions 

a. How does Jesus entering history, not as a superhero (like the Greek gods), but as 

an ordinary human being, impact you moving forward? 

b. Jesus brings the glory of God back to earth that had filled the Tabernacle in the 

Old Testament.  When you think of glory, what comes to mind? 

c. How does Jesus entering into the messiness of this world encourage you this 

Advent season in your possibly “messy” life? 


