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John 8:21-59

Background: Although this week is Palm Sunday, we will stay in the Gospel of John,
chapter 8 this week. And, we come to holy ground. As Moses took off his shoes when he
stood on holy ground, so should we as we enter this text. Jesus has already claimed to
be the giver of living water and claimed to be the light of the world. In this text, he
claims to be the great | AM - during the Feast of Tabernacles! Come this Sunday as we
explore the background to this great claim as well as the implications of this great claim.

Sermon Text (ESV):
John 8:21-59

21 So he said to them again, “I am going away, and you will seek me, and you will die in
your sin. Where | am going, you cannot come.” 22 So the Jews said, “Will he kill himself,
since he says, ‘Where | am going, you cannot come’?” 23 He said to them, “You are from
below; | am from above. You are of this world; | am not of this world. 24 | told you that
you would die in your sins, for unless you believe that | am he you will die in your sins.”
25 So they said to him, “Who are you?” Jesus said to them, “Just what | have been telling
you from the beginning. 26 | have much to say about you and much to judge, but he who
sent me is true, and | declare to the world what | have heard from him.” 27 They did not
understand that he had been speaking to them about the Father. 28 So Jesus said to
them, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that | am he, and
that | do nothing on my own authority, but speak just as the Father taught me. 29 And
he who sent me is with me. He has not left me alone, for | always do the things that are
pleasing to him.” 30 As he was saying these things, many believed in him.



31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are
truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33
They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to
anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?”

34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, | say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave
to sin. 35 The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. 36 So
if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 37 | know that you are offspring of
Abraham; yet you seek to kill me because my word finds no place in you. 38 | speak of
what | have seen with my Father, and you do what you have heard from your father.”

39 They answered him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus said to them, “If you were
Abraham's children, you would be doing the works Abraham did, 40 but now you seek to
kill me, a man who has told you the truth that | heard from God. This is not what
Abraham did. 41 You are doing the works your father did.” They said to him, “We were
not born of sexual immorality. We have one Father—even God.” 42 Jesus said to them,
“If God were your Father, you would love me, for | came from God and | am here. | came
not of my own accord, but he sent me. 43 Why do you not understand what | say? It is
because you cannot bear to hear my word. 44 You are of your father the devil, and your
will is to do your father's desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not
stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his
own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45 But because | tell the truth, you
do not believe me. 46 Which one of you convicts me of sin? If | tell the truth, why do you
not believe me? 47 Whoever is of God hears the words of God. The reason why you do
not hear them is that you are not of God.”

48 The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and
have a demon?” 49 Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, but | honor my Father, and
you dishonor me. 50 Yet | do not seek my own glory; there is One who seeks it, and he is
the judge. 51 Truly, truly, | say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.”
52 The Jews said to him, “Now we know that you have a demon! Abraham died, as did
the prophets, yet you say, ‘If anyone keeps my word, he will never taste death.” 53 Are
you greater than our father Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! Who do you
make yourself out to be?” 54 Jesus answered, “If | glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is
my Father who glorifies me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God.” 55 But you have not
known him. | know him. If | were to say that | do not know him, | would be a liar like you,



but | do know him and | keep his word. 56 Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would
see my day. He saw it and was glad.” 57 So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty
years old, and have you seen Abraham?” 58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, | say to you,
before Abraham was, | am.” 59 So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid
himself and went out of the temple.

Discussion Questions:

e Preparation
o As you reflect on the sermon, what stands out to you most?
o What question(s) did you come away with from the sermon?
e Sermon Questions

o Because Jesus is the | AM, he should be at the center of our lives. What is at
the center of your life that may be in the way of Jesus the | AM being in that
spot?

o Genuine discipleship with Jesus at the center means following Jesus no matter
the cost. Are you open to your life being interrupted by Jesus? When have you
had an experience of being interrupted by Jesus before?

o Biblical freedom is very different from how we define freedom today (e.g.,
self-determinism, absolute autonomy, ultimately leading to hedonism). As
Christians we have freedom from sin, for service to Him. Where have you used
your freedom to serve Him this past year? How might you have adopted the
world’s definition of freedom, and need to rethink its influence on you?

o Jesus obediently served in love all the way up until and through His death. For
example, he washed the disciples’ feet, even Judas His betrayer. How can you
obediently serve in love this coming month, even your “enemies”?




