
030721 Growth Group Study 

Come and Drink 

John 7:25-52 

 
 

Background: We enter back into our studies in John this week in the middle of the Feast 

of Tabernacles. As we explore the details of this feast, we continue to see conflict and 

division over the identity of Jesus. The authorities even send officers to arrest Jesus. 

And, on the last day of the feast, above the joyous crowd celebrating the feast, Jesus 

shouts his great invitation, “If you are thirsty, come to me and drink! And, if you do, out 

of your innermost being will flow rivers of living water!” It’s a stunning and remarkable 

invitation, which is why those officers come back without arresting Jesus. And why? In 

their words, “Never has a man spoken the way this man speaks.” Indeed, no one has 

ever spoken like Jesus did. 

Sermon Text (ESV): 

John 7:24-52 (with emphasis on 37-39) 

25 Some of the people of Jerusalem therefore said, “Is not this the man whom they seek 

to kill? 26 And here he is, speaking openly, and they say nothing to him! Can it be that 

the authorities really know that this is the Christ? 27 But we know where this man comes 

from, and when the Christ appears, no one will know where he comes from.” 28 So Jesus 

proclaimed, as he taught in the temple, “You know me, and you know where I come 

from. But I have not come of my own accord. He who sent me is true, and him you do not 

know. 29 I know him, for I come from him, and he sent me.” 30 So they were seeking to 

arrest him, but no one laid a hand on him, because his hour had not yet come. 31 Yet 



many of the people believed in him. They said, “When the Christ appears, will he do 

more signs than this man has done?” 

32 The Pharisees heard the crowd muttering these things about him, and the chief 

priests and Pharisees sent officers to arrest him. 33 Jesus then said, “I will be with you a 

little longer, and then I am going to him who sent me. 34 You will seek me and you will 

not find me. Where I am you cannot come.” 35 The Jews said to one another, “Where 

does this man intend to go that we will not find him? Does he intend to go to the 

Dispersion among the Greeks and teach the Greeks? 36 What does he mean by saying, 

‘You will seek me and you will not find me,’ and, ‘Where I am you cannot come’?” 

37 On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone 

thirsts, let him come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has 

said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’” 39 Now this he said about the 

Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not 

been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 

40 When they heard these words, some of the people said, “This really is the Prophet.” 

41 Others said, “This is the Christ.” But some said, “Is the Christ to come from Galilee? 42 

Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes from the offspring of David, and comes 

from Bethlehem, the village where David was?” 43 So there was a division among the 

people over him. 44 Some of them wanted to arrest him, but no one laid hands on him. 

45 The officers then came to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to them, “Why did 

you not bring him?” 46 The officers answered, “No one ever spoke like this man!” 47 The 

Pharisees answered them, “Have you also been deceived? 48 Have any of the authorities 

or the Pharisees believed in him? 49 But this crowd that does not know the law is 

accursed.” 50 Nicodemus, who had gone to him before, and who was one of them, said 

to them, 51 “Does our law judge a man without first giving him a hearing and learning 

what he does?” 52 They replied, “Are you from Galilee too? Search and see that no 

prophet arises from Galilee.” 

 

Discussion Questions: 

• Preparation 

o As you reflect on the sermon, what stands out to you most? 

o What question(s) did you come away with from the sermon? 



• Sermon Questions 

o What about the context/background of the Water Ceremony and passages of 

Scripture such as Isaiah 44:3, Zechariah 13-14, Isaiah 12:3, and others most stood 

out to you?  

 How does the symbolism of the Holy Spirit as Water help you understand 

Him more? 

o The Rabbi Hillel said, “You have not seen joy in your life until you have seen the 

drawing of the water ceremony.” Describe a recent event/occurrence that 

brought you joy, and why. 

o In what ways has Jesus been your provision, and your provider? How can you, in 

turn, share the fruit of the Spirit through your words & deeds among others in 

your life? 

o Like an under-used well, our hearts can also dry up without frequent/regular trips 

to meet with our Lord Jesus. 

 If you are in a (spiritual) drought, will you ask the Lord to renew your desire 

to meet with Him? What small step can you take this week to draw near to 

Him? 

 If you are meeting with Him, share with your group how He is moving in 

your life so that they can pray for you in those areas. 


