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010520 Growth Group Study 
 

A Gospel Partnership 

 
 

Background:  We will begin the first month of 2020 by walking through the first chapter of 
Paul’s letter to the Philippians. This first Sunday we will read of the partnership Paul shares with 
the church in Philippi and the great joy it brings to him in spite of his current circumstances: 
imprisonment. From prison Paul prays for the new Christians of Philippi as they learn to balance 
their new call to follow Christ as citizens of Rome. In a day and age where our feelings are often 
dictated by our circumstances, Paul’s letter to the Philippians should serve as a great source of 
encouragement for us to find our joy in Jesus and our heavenly citizenship, no matter our 
circumstances! 
  
Sermon Text:  Phil 1:1-11 (ESV) 
1 Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, to all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, 
with the overseers and deacons:  2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 
3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4 always in every prayer of mine for you all 
making my prayer with joy, 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until 
now. 6 And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at 
the day of Jesus Christ. 7 It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my 
heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense 
and confirmation of the gospel. 8 For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with the 
affection of Christ Jesus.  
 
9 And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all 
discernment, 10 so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for 
the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the 
glory and praise of God. 
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Discussion Questions 

1. Preparation 

a. As you reflect on the sermon, what stands out to you most? 

b. What is one thing you hoped to talk about today/tonight? 

c. What question(s) did you come away with from the sermon? 

 

2. Sermon questions (pick 3) 

a. Culture:  Ryan mentioned how the church in Philippi is not much different from 
the church today.  We are consistently challenged by our culture in our identity 
and our allegiance.  Where and how do you feel this challenge?  How do you 
specifically “fight” this challenge (some answers may include prayer, soaking in 
Scripture, going to church, etc)? 

b. Introduction:  One of the great themes in the book of Philippians is joy.  Paul 
wants us to know that he finds his joy in Jesus, regardless of his circumstances 
(especially that he is in chains).  Do you?  Moving forward, how can you find your 
joy in Him? 

c. Love:  “The way we engage must be infused with love.”  Is how you engage – at 
home, at work, at play – infused with love?  Why or why not?  Name specific 
ways we can grow in love? 

d. Koinonia:  Do you feel a sense of belonging at PBCC?  Why or why not?  If not, 
what would help? 

e. Confidence:  There is a crisis of confidence in the Gospel in our secular society.  
People are skeptical of the power of the Gospel.  Where do you stand in your 
confidence of “He who began a good work in you” (1:6)? 

 
 

Prayer:  Please pray the Philippians 1 prayer for your growth group and PBCC as a 
whole each day this week (verses 9-11). 


