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The Apostle of Christ 

Colossians 1:24-2:5 

 

 
 

Background:  

We live in a world of influencers and platforms; a world of content creators and 
followers; a world that poses some interesting challenges to following the Way of Christ. 
And that is the overall focus of this series of sermons in Colossians; as people seeking to 
be “Centered on Christ”, how do we follow the Way of Christ? It turns out that 
continuing on the Way of Christ requires us to be thoughtful about who we listen to, 
whose opinions we value, whose influence we embrace. Let’s unpack this thought this 
Sunday as we take our first look into Colossians 1:24-2:5. 

 

Sermon Text (ESV): 

Colossians 1:24-2:5 

24 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is 
lacking in Christ's afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church, 25 of which I 
became a minister according to the stewardship from God that was given to me for you, 
to make the word of God fully known, 26 the mystery hidden for ages and generations 
but now revealed to his saints. 27 To them God chose to make known how great among 
the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope 
of glory. 28 Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, 
that we may present everyone mature in Christ. 29 For this I toil, struggling with all his 
energy that he powerfully works within me. 



2 For I want you to know how great a struggle I have for you and for those at Laodicea 
and for all who have not seen me face to face, 2 that their hearts may be encouraged, 
being knit together in love, to reach all the riches of full assurance of understanding and 
the knowledge of God's mystery, which is Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures 
of wisdom and knowledge. 4 I say this in order that no one may delude you with 
plausible arguments. 5 For though I am absent in body, yet I am with you in spirit, 
rejoicing to see your good order and the firmness of your faith in Christ. 

 

Discussion Questions: 

 Preparation 
o What is one thing you hoped to talk about today/tonight?  
o What question(s) did you come away with from the sermon? 

 Sermon Questions 
o As you reflect on the sermon, what stands out to you most? 
o We live in a world – and the Colossians did, too – where they many options for 

who to follow. Whose opinions / influence do you most value? Why? 
o Eugene said that Christ’s goal was to make disciples who imitated him (not just 

students who could tell facts about him). When you think about following 
goals of Paul, which comes most easy for you? And which is hardest for you? 

 Education in the Gospel of Christ 
 Formation in the Likeness of Christ 
 Communion in the Body of Christ 

o How do you react to Eugene’s suggestion that it’s often best to follow/be 
influenced by another Christian who is more mature in their faith or who has 
been following Jesus in a different way/approach than you have? 

 Is this something you have considered before? 
o But it’s not safe to follow everyone – even those who call themselves 

Christians! In your group, take some time to pray for our leaders (that they 
would follow Christ well) and for another Christian you might “follow” who 
displays these characteristics (in as much as we can know): 

 Aligned with the teachings of Christ 
 Aims for the character of Christ / Christ-likeness 
 Takes part in the body of Christ 


