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Love Just As I Love 

John 13:21-38 

 
 

Background:  

As we enter back into John 13 this week, we join the disciples in an upper room in 
downtown Jerusalem on the night before Jesus goes to the cross.  Jesus astonishingly 
begins this final teaching by serving his disciples in the act of washing their feet.  Next, 
Jesus will explain this act even more, but framed in the language of love, and not just 
any kind of love, a “just as” kind of love.  What is even more astonishing is that this 
teaching happens in the context of heart-wrenching rejection.  Join us this Sunday as we 
explore this “just as” kind of love. 

 

Sermon Text (ESV): 

John 13:21-38 

21 After saying these things, Jesus was troubled in his spirit, and testified, “Truly, truly, I 
say to you, one of you will betray me.” 22 The disciples looked at one another, uncertain 
of whom he spoke. 23 One of his disciples, whom Jesus loved, was reclining at table at 
Jesus' side, 24 so Simon Peter motioned to him to ask Jesus of whom he was speaking. 
25 So that disciple, leaning back against Jesus, said to him, “Lord, who is it?” 26 Jesus 
answered, “It is he to whom I will give this morsel of bread when I have dipped it.” So 
when he had dipped the morsel, he gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. 27 Then 
after he had taken the morsel, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, “What you are 
going to do, do quickly.” 28 Now no one at the table knew why he said this to him. 29 



Some thought that, because Judas had the moneybag, Jesus was telling him, “Buy what 
we need for the feast,” or that he should give something to the poor. 30 So, after 
receiving the morsel of bread, he immediately went out. And it was night. 

31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is 
glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and 
glorify him at once. 33 Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek me, 
and just as I said to the Jews, so now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot 
come.’ 34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have 
loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are 
my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

36 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus answered him, “Where I 
am going you cannot follow me now, but you will follow afterward.” 37 Peter said to 
him, “Lord, why can I not follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” 38 Jesus 
answered, “Will you lay down your life for me? Truly, truly, I say to you, the rooster will 
not crow till you have denied me three times. 

Discussion Questions: 

• Preparation 
o What is one thing you hoped to talk about today/tonight?  
o What question(s) did you come away with from the sermon? 

• Sermon Questions 
o As you reflect on the sermon, what stands out to you most? 
o Jesus was betrayed by his closest friends. Shawn said that we stand nearest 

the Lord when we’re on our knees in pain. How have you experienced this 
before? How does this encourage you? 

o Disciples of other gods are known for clamoring over one another to get to the 
top. How do you still struggle with this type of clamoring and grasping? 

o What would it look like for you to lay aside grasping for more… and instead 
clamor to be a “first string” foot washer? 

§ Whose feet do you need to/could you wash?  
o Is there a broken or challenging relationship where you are convicted to love 

“Just As”? Will you pray that God will give you the courage & humility to do 
so? 


