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Darkest Before Dawn
Daniel 8

Background

The darkest and coldest time of night is just before dawn. Venus is now visible in the pre-dawn
sky shining far more brilliantly than any star. But the sun arises, Venus disappears, and the day
becomes bright and warm—although we do want some rain. Daniel’s second vision is of a ram
and a goat, each with multiple horns. He is told that it concerns the time of the end. Towards
the end it gets very dark indeed for God’s people. In such darkness it is hard to believe the
Reformation motto: post tenebras lux, “after darkness, light.” No wonder Daniel is appalled by
the vision.

Sermon Text: Daniel 8 (NIV)

1 In the third year of King Belshazzar’s reign, |, Daniel, had a vision, after the one that had
already appeared to me. 2 In my vision | saw myself in the citadel of Susa in the province of
Elam; in the vision | was beside the Ulai Canal. 3 | looked up, and there before me was a ram
with two horns, standing beside the canal, and the horns were long. One of the horns was
longer than the other but grew up later. 4 | watched the ram as it charged toward the west and
the north and the south. No animal could stand against it, and none could rescue from its
power. It did as it pleased and became great.

5 As | was thinking about this, suddenly a goat with a prominent horn between its eyes came
from the west, crossing the whole earth without touching the ground. 6 It came toward the two-
horned ram | had seen standing beside the canal and charged at it in great rage. 7 | saw it
attack the ram furiously, striking the ram and shattering its two horns. The ram was powerless
to stand against it; the goat knocked it to the ground and trampled on it, and none could rescue
the ram from its power. 8 The goat became very great, but at the height of its power the large
horn was broken off, and in its place four prominent horns grew up toward the four winds of
heaven.

9 Out of one of them came another horn, which started small but grew in power to the south
and to the east and toward the Beautiful Land. 10 It grew until it reached the host of the
heavens, and it threw some of the starry host down to the earth and trampled on them. 11 It set
itself up to be as great as the commander of the army of the LORD; it took away the daily
sacrifice from the LORD, and his sanctuary was thrown down. 12 Because of rebellion, the
LORD’S people and the daily sacrifice were given over to it. It prospered in everything it did, and
truth was thrown to the ground.



13 Then | heard a holy one speaking, and another holy one said to him, “How long will it take for
the vision to be fulfilled—the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, the rebellion that causes
desolation, the surrender of the sanctuary and the trampling underfoot of the LORD’S people?”

14 He said to me, “It will take 2,300 evenings and mornings; then the sanctuary will be
reconsecrated.”

The Interpretation of the Vision

15 While I, Daniel, was watching the vision and trying to understand it, there before me stood
one who looked like a man. 16 And | heard a man’s voice from the Ulai calling, “Gabriel, tell this
man the meaning of the vision.” 17 As he came near the place where | was standing, | was
terrified and fell prostrate. “Son of man,” he said to me, “understand that the vision concerns
the time of the end.” 18 While he was speaking to me, | was in a deep sleep, with my face to the
ground. Then he touched me and raised me to my feet. 19 He said: “l am going to tell you what
will happen later in the time of wrath, because the vision concerns the appointed time of the
end. 20 The two-horned ram that you saw represents the kings of Media and Persia. 21 The
shaggy goat is the king of Greece, and the large horn between its eyes is the first king. 22 The
four horns that replaced the one that was broken off represent four kingdoms that will emerge
from his nation but will not have the same power.

23 “In the latter part of their reign, when rebels have become completely wicked, a fierce-
looking king, a master of intrigue, will arise. 24 He will become very strong, but not by his own
power. He will cause astounding devastation and will succeed in whatever he does. He will
destroy those who are mighty, the holy people. 25 He will cause deceit to prosper, and he will
consider himself superior. When they feel secure, he will destroy many and take his stand
against the Prince of princes. Yet he will be destroyed, but not by human power.

26 “The vision of the evenings and mornings that has been given you is true, but seal up the
vision, for it concerns the distant future.”

27 I, Daniel, was worn out. | lay exhausted for several days. Then | got up and went about the
king’s business. | was appalled by the vision; it was beyond understanding.



Discussion Questions
1. Preparation

a.

b.

C.

As you reflect on the sermon, what stands out to you the most?
What is one thing you hoped to talk about today/tonight?

What question(s) did you come away with from the sermon?

2. Sermon questions

a.

Bernard opened his sermon with a discussion about how to read the Bible,
figuratively or literally. | (Shawn) grew up in a very literal-minded church so
sometimes | tend to be literal-minded. As we study the Bible, it is important for
us to read it well. How do you tend to read it — figuratively or literally? Explain.

Are you asking “how long” in your life right now (maybe for the pandemic or
maybe for some other situation)? Share with the group (if you feel comfortable).

For Daniel, there were small pieces of hope mixed within his cry of “how long.”
What small pieces of hope do you have in your life right now?

Bernard shared that Daniel fits into the category of “resistance literature.” It
inspires others to resist and remain faithful. What literature do you read that
inspires you? What “practices” do you do that inspire you to remain faithful?

“The lion has conquered by being the lamb. Let us follow him.” What does it
look like for you to follow him on his way?
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