
1. Introduction

I. Understanding the Book of Revelation

A. Symbols

1. Symbols present not describe
John writes of a realm that is completely outside our experience: “the Apocalypse writes of heaven and 
things to come, that is, of a realm which has no shape at all but that which the images give it.”¹ John has no 
language to describe heaven. But symbols allow him to present something of the theological and spiritual 
reality of heaven.

St John’s images do not mean anything you like; their sense can be determined. But they still have an 
astonishing multiplicity of reference. Otherwise, why write in images rather than in cold factual prose? It has
been said that the purpose of scientific statement is the elimination of ambiguity, and the purpose of symbol 
is the inclusion of it. We write in symbol when we wish our words to present, rather than analyse or prove, 
their subject-matter… Symbol endeavours, as it were, to be that of which it speaks, and imitates reality by 
the multiplicity of its significance… There is a current and exceedingly stupid doctrine that symbol evokes 
emotion, and exact prose states reality. Nothing could be further from the truth: exact prose abstracts from 
reality, symbol presents it.²

John wrote so that his symbols be readily understood to the initiated, just as a political cartoonist draws 
cartoons to be immediately understood. The task of the teacher is to provide enough background and 
identification that the symbols once again become immediately understandable.

2. The Old Testament
The primary reference book for understanding Revelation is the OT. John “is always doing something with
the Old Testament.”³ The OT contains the “matrix of images” which are rebirthed through the Spirit, and 
mined by John. Though there is not a single direct quote from the OT, there are 350+ allusions to the OT.

3. Animals
• Dragon (δράκων 13×): 7 crowned heads, 10 horns (12:3); aka the ancient serpent, the devil, Satan (12:9;

20:2)
• Two beasts (θηρίον):

• beast from the sea: aka “the beast”; like a leopard, feet like a bear, mouth like a lion (13:2); 7 
heads, 10 horns (17:3); its number is 666 (13:18).

• beast from the land: aka “the false prophet”; two-horned like a lamb but speaks like a dragon 
(13:1).

• Lamb (ἀρνίον): 28× of Jesus, 1× of the appearance of the second beast (the false-prophet)

1. Austin Farrer, A Rebirth of Images (Dacre: London, 1949; reprint, Boston: Beacon, 1963), 17.
2. Ibid., 19-20.
3. Ibid., 20.
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• Horses and their riders: 4 horses and riders of seals 1-4 (6:1-8, “The Four Horsemen of the 
Apocalypse”), 2 myriad myriad mounted troops (9:16-19, 6th trumpet), Christ (“the one seated upon 
the horse” ὁ καθήμενος ἐπὶ τοῦ ἵππου 19:11,19,21) and the armies of heaven (19:11, 14), the horses and 
their riders consumed in the great supper of God (19:18).

• Locusts (ἀκρίς): (9:3-10, 5th trumpet)
• Frogs (βάτραχος): 3 evil spirits looking like frogs come from the mouths of the dragon and two beasts.

G. K. Chesterton: “though St. John the Evangelist saw many strange monsters in his vision, he saw no 
creature so wild as one of his own commentators” (Orthodoxy, 1908).

4. Numbers
The Book is full of numbers, especially numbers which have symbolic significance: 4, 7, 10, 12. Multiples of 
these numbers are also used.

a) Four
Four represents universality, just as today we talk of the four points of the compass.

• 4 living creatures (cherubim) 10×.
• 4 angels at 4 corners of earth, holding back 4 winds of the earth (7:1)
• 4 angels at Euphrates (9:14-15, 6th trumpet)
• dragon deceives the nations at the 4 corners of earth (20:8)
• four-fold division of cosmos into sky, earth, sea, springs, all of which receive God’s judgment 

(trumpets 1-4, bowls 1-4).

b) Seven
Seven represents perfection. The word ἑπτά “seven” occurs 55×.

• Most obvious are the 4 series of sevens: 7 messages (2:1–3:22), 7 seals (5:1; 6:1-17; 8:1), 7 trumpets (8:2, 
6–9:21; 11:15-19), 7 bowls (15:1; 16:1-21)

• 7 spirits (1:4; 4:5; 5:6), 7 thunders (10:3-4), 7 angels, 7 hills (17:9), 7 kings (17:9), 7 plagues (15:1)
• 7 churches (1:4, 11, 20), 7 lampstands (1:12, 20; 2:1), 7 stars (1:16, 20; 2:1)
• Lamb has 7 horns, 7 eyes (5:6)
• dragon has 7 heads, 7 crowns (12:3); beast has 7 heads (13:1).

Multiples of 7:
• 7000 killed (11:13)

Reductions of seven: 3½ is half of 7, i.e. a cutting short of a complete period of time. 3½ years is equated 
with 42 months and 1260 days (42 months of 30 days).

• 3½ days: during which the world will gaze on the slain witnesses (11:9), after which God raises them 
to life (11:11)

• 3½ times: period during which the woman (Church) must be preserved from the dragon (12:14)
• 42 months: duration of Gentile trampling of holy city (11:2) and of beast’s blasphemy (13:5)
• 1260 days: duration of witnesses’ prophecy (11:3); and of woman’s preservation in wilderness (12:6)

The beast’s number, 666, is also a reduction of 7: he falls thrice short of perfection.

The number seven is used more subtly:
• 7× Jesus says ἔρχομαι “I am coming”: 2:5, 16; 3:11; 16:15; 22:7, 12,20.
• 7 beatitudes μακάριος: 1:3; 14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 22:7, 14.
• 7-fold reference to the 4-fold grouping “every tribe, language, people, nation” (5:9; 7:9; 10:11; 11:9; 13:7; 
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14:6; 17:15; but never the same order twice).
• key words used 7×: ἄξιος worthy, ἄβυσσος abyss, βασιλεύω reign, δείκνυμι show, λυχνία lampstand, 

προφητεία prophecy, ὑπομονή endurance, χάραγμα mark (of the beast). Can these all be coincidental?

c) Ten
Ten is somewhat akin to seven, representing completion.

• dragon has 10 horns (12:3); beast has 10 horns, 10 crowns (13:1; 17:3,7,12,16). 10 horns = 10 kings (17:12).
• the saints in Smyrna will suffer 10 days tribulation (2:10).

Multiples of 10: thousand being ten-cubed represents a very large number.
• 1000 years (20:2-7): it is a long time.
• 12 × 12 × 1000 (144,000) in the heavenly army of the redeemed: they are very numerous.
• New Jerusalem is 12,000 stadia on a side: it is huge.

d) Twelve
Twelve represents the people of God, whether OT Israel or NT Church.

• 12 stars on the Queen of Heaven’s crown (12:1)
• New Jerusalem: 12 gates, 12 angelic gate-keepers, inscribed with names of 12 tribes, in form of 12 

pearls (21:12,21); 12 foundations, inscribed with names of 12 apostles (21:14); tree of life yields 12 kinds 
of fruit (22:2).

Multiples of 12:
• 24 elders
• New Jerusalem 12,000 stadia per side (21:16), walls 144 cubits thick (21:17)
• 12,000 from each tribe (7:5-8)
• The Lord’s army of the redeemed numbers 144,000 (7:4; 14:1,3)

e) Other numbers
• The 2 witnesses (11:3) = 2 olive trees and 2 lampstands (11:4) = 2 prophets (11:10), references to the OT 

authenticity of two witnesses (Deut 19:15)
• The beast has 2 horns (13:11)
• 2 myriad myriad (not 200 million) troops loosed at sixth trumpet (9:16)
• 1600: blood flow (14:20). Can this really be the only non-symbolic number in the book?

5. Colors
Revelation is the most colorful book in the NT. Nearly all the colors are symbolic:

• white (adj. λευκός, vb λευκαίνω)
• Son of Man’s hair (white as wool, white as snow, 1:14)
• white clothing: promised to victor in Sardis (3:4-5), worn by 24 elders (4:4), martyrs under altar 

(6:11, 5th seal), countless multitude (7:9, 13-14)
• fine linen bright/white and clean: raiment of the Bride of the Lamb (19:8), the armies of heaven 

(19:14)
• white stone promised to victor in Pergamum (2:17)
• white cloud (14:14), white horses of Christ and the armies of heaven (19:11, 14), white judgment 

throne (20:11)
• gold (both a material and a color; adj. χρυσοῦς, n. χρυσίον):
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• 7 golden lampstands (1:20; 2:1), golden bowls of incense (5:8), golden censer (8:3), golden altar 
(9:13). gold crowns on 24 elders (4:4), on one like son of man (14:14), golden sashes on 7 plague 
angels (15:6), who are given 7 golden bowls (15:7).

• harlot Babylon is gilded with gold (17:4; 18:16), holds a golden cup (17:4).
• golden measuring rod (21:15), New Jerusalem is of fine gold (21:18), and its great street of gold 

(21:21).
• purple (adj. πορφυροῦς, n. πορφύρα) and scarlet (κόκκινος): the harlot Babylon is dressed in purple and

scarlet (17:14; 18:16) and rides a scarlet beast (17:3).
• great red dragon (12:3)
• the four horsemen of seals 1-4 are white, red, black and pale (chlorine green) (6:1-8).

6. Clothing
• Robed in white: the victor in Sardis (3:4-5), 24 elders (4:4), martyrs under altar (6:11), countless 

multitude who have whitened their robes in the blood of the Lamb (7:9, 13).
• the harlot Babylon is clothed in [fine linen] purple and scarlet, gilded with gold and jewels and pearls

(17:4; 18:16).
• Bride of the Lamb is allowed to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and pure (19:8); armies of heaven 

dressed in fine linen, white and pure (19:14).

7. Multivalency of images
Some of the imagery is multivalent, i.e. a symbol can mean several different things:

• the seven spirits before God’s throne (1:4) are equated with the seven lamps blazing before throne 
(4:5), but they are also the seven eyes of the Lamb (5:6).

• the dragon has 7 heads, 10 horns, and 7 crowns (12:3); whereas the beast has 7 heads, 10 horns, but 10 
crowns (13:1; cf 17:3,7).

• the 7 heads of the beast are equated with 7 hills, and also with 7 kings (17:9), but his 10 horns are also 
10 kings (17:12).

B. Chronology

1. Sequence of Visions
Revelation records a sequence of visions not a chronological sequence of events. The verb “saw” occurs 56 
times, 54 times with John as subject:

• καὶ εἶδον “then I saw” 32×; 
• μετὰ ταῦτα εἶδον “After this I saw” 4×; μετὰ τοῦτο εἶδον “After this I saw” 1×.

The book is arranged as a series of symphonic variations on a few themes:

…the most serious objection to imposing a pattern on the Revelation is that it obliterates the important 
distinction between numbered and unnumbered vision. John is like an expert guide in an art gallery, 
lecturing to students about a vast mural. First he makes them stand back to absorb a general impression, 
then he takes them close to study the details. In John’s symbolic language seven is the number of 
completeness, and the sevenfold visions—seals, trumpets, and bowls—are his general views of the totality of 
divine judgment. The unnumbered visions are his close-ups, his studies of detail. They are not meant to be a 
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comprehensive view and therefore do not constitute a seven. This explains why the numbered visions are 
more stereotyped and appear at first sight to add little or nothing to the teaching of the Old Testament, from 
which John has derived his framework. It is in the unnumbered visions and those which interrupt the 
sequences of seven that John is able to bring his Christian insight most powerfully to bear, and so to 
transform the whole corpus of his traditional imagery.
The unity of John’s book, then, is neither chronological nor arithmetical, but artistic, like that of a musical 

theme with variations, each variation adding something new to the significance of the whole composition. 
This is the only view which does adequate justice to the double fact that each new series of visions both 
recapitulates and develops the themes already stated in what has gone before.

When the Lamb breaks the seventh seal, instead of the denouement there is a dramatic silence. It is as 
though there is one bar’s rest for the whole orchestra and choir of heaven before they launch on the second 
of John’s symphonic variations.⁴

Certain events seem to occur several times: e.g., troops gather for the final battle three times (συναγαγεῖν 
αὐτοὺς εἰς τὸν πόλεμον/ποιῆσαι τὸν πόλεμον 16:14-16; 19:19; 20:8); the book reaches a natural climax at 11:19.

2. Fulfillment
There are four schools of interpretation concerning the fulfillment of Revelation:

1. Preterist: the book has already been fulfilled in one of two ways:
a. in destruction of Jerusalem Temple in AD 70, with John writing before (during the reign of Nero

or Vespasian).
b. in Fall of Roman Empire (sack of Rome 410; deposition of last emperor 476).

2. Historicist: the book is in the process of being fulfilled throughout the Church Age.
3. Futurist: the book will be fulfilled in the future.
4. Idealist: the book symbolically presents the situation of the world throughout the Church Age.

C. Vocabulary

1. Words
Certain words are used very frequently in the book. A lot can be learnt by paying attention to these.

• νικάω conquer, overcome 17×; ὁ νικῶν the conqueror/overcomer/victor (ref. to the saints) 9×.
• μαρτυρέω vb. 4×, μάρτυς n. 5×, μαρτυρία n. 9×—witness, testimony.
• προσκυνέω worship 24×.
• ὑπομονή endurance 7×.
• ἐδόθη (divine passive) it was given 21×.
• θρόνος throne 47×.
• ἀρνίον Lamb 28× of Jesus, 1× of the false prophet

2. Phrases
• ὁ λόγος τοῦ θεοῦ καὶ ἡ μαρτυρία Ἰησοῦ “the word of God and the testimony of Jesus”
• οἱ κατοικοῦντες ἐπὶ τῆς γῆς “the inhabitants of the earth”
• οἱ βασιλεῖς τῆς γῆς “the kings of the earth”
• ὁ καθήμενος ἐπὶ τοῦ θρόνου “the one seated upon the throne”

4. George B. Caird, The Revelation of St John the Divine, Black’s New Testament Commentaries (London: A & C Black, 1966), 106.
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D. True vs Counterfeit
Revelation presents several pairs of contrasts betweeen the true and the counterfeit.

1. True and False Trinities
True False
God Dragon

Lamb Beast
Spirit False Prophet

2. Two sets of people
False True

Babylon New Jerusalem
worship beast worship Lamb
mark of beast seal of Lamb

inhabitants of earth dwellers in heaven

3. Two cities
False True

Babylon New Jerusalem
the great city the holy city

prostitute bride
seated on waters/beast descends from heaven

dressed in luxury dressed in purity
orgy wedding

E. Structure
The most carefully and intricately structured book of any in the NT. Careful attention must be paid to 
structure.

II. The Basics: Who, When, To Whom, Why?

A. Author
The author four times identifies himself as John (1:1, 4, 9; 22:8). But which John is this? There are two areas 
of disagreement:

1. Is this John the Apostle or John the Elder?
2. Did this John also write the gospel and the letters?

Whichever John this is, he obviously knew the churches to which he was writing. Tradition identifies him 
as John of Ephesus. He was on the island of Patmos “because of the word of God and the testimony of 
Jesus” (1:9). He had presumably been exiled there.
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B. Date
Irenaeus dated the book near the end of the reign of Domitian (81-96). Most scholars accept a date ca. AD 
95. A minority (especially preterists) claim it was written during the reign of Nero.

C. Recipients
The seven churches in the province of Asia: Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia 
and Laodicea (1:4, 11). There were presumably other churches in Asia: Troas, Colosse, Hierapolis.

D. Occasion
1. Suffering
2. Imperial cult: Pressure to acknowledge Caesar as Lord (Kurios).
3. Temptation to deny faith—forsake “testimony”

III. Brief History of the Roman Empire

Rome was founded in 753 BC. In the third century BC, Rome expanded its power: in 272 Rome conquered 
the Greek cities of Lower Italy; in 202 Scipio defeated Hannibal of Carthage and Rome became dominant 
in the western Mediterranean; in 188 it became dominant in the eastern Mediterranean.
In its first few centuries Rome was ruled by kings. After the abolition of the monarchy, power technically 
rested in the Assembly of the People. In practice, power rested in the Senate, an assembly of the wealthiest 
men. The Senate elected two consuls each year to run affairs. In times of emergency a dictator would be 
appointed for six months and given absolute power.

A. The Twelve Caesars

1. The Julio-Claudian Dynasty

Julius Caesar Julia

Gnaeus Pompeius
(Pompey the Great) Julia AtiaGaius Octavius

Scribonia² AUGUSTUS = ³Livia ¹Tiberius Claudius Nero Octavia Marcus Antonius

=

= =

Antonia the Younger=Drusus the Elder
(Nero Drusus)

Germanicus

=

Julia²= =Marcus Agrippa

Gaius Lucius Agrippa Postumus Julia Vipsania Agrippina =

TIBERIUS ¹Vipsania=

Drusus the Younger

Nero Caesar Drusus Caesar GAIUS (CALIGULA)
Julia Agrippina⁴

(Agrippina the Younger)
Gnaeus Domitius 

Ahenobarbus

¹Poppaea Sabina  ²Statilia Messalina  = NERO

=

CLAUDIUS=

= ¹Octavia

³Valeria Messalina==

Britannicus

Fig. 1-1: The Julio-Claudian Dynasty
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1. Julius Caesar (100-44 BC)
Highly energetic and hard-working, a superb general. In 60 he formed with Pompey and Crassus the First 
Triumvirate, an unofficial agreement of mutual support, mostly in the face of opposition from the Senate. 
After appointment as governor of Gaul, he conquered all of Gaul (58-51). In 52 Pompey was elected sole 
consul to restore order to Rome which had dissolved into anarchy. Instead, the Republic degenerated into 
Civil War (49-46) between Caesar and Pompey. Caesar crossed the Rubicon, the boundary of his territory, 
and marched on Rome. Pompey fled to Greece, and then Egypt where he was killed. Caesar pursued 
Pompey to Egypt, where he took Cleopatra as his mistress and installed her as queen of Egypt, before 
returning to Rome in triumph in 46. He adopted the title Imperator; formerly this meant “general,” but he 
took it as “The General.” He had himself appointed Perpetual Dictator in 44. Perhaps influenced by 
Cleopatra’s tradition of divine kings, he had himself enshrined into state worship with a priest devoted to 
his cult. His portrait appeared on Roman coinage, a first for a living Roman. On The Ides of March (March
15) 44 he was assassinated by a senatorial conspiracy led by Cassius and Brutus.

2. Augustus (b. 63 BC, r. 27 BC – AD 14)
Born Gaius Octavius, and known as Octavian, his mother Atia was Caesar’s niece. Though he had been 
adopted as Caesar’s heir, Antony grasped the inheritance. Octavian sided with the Senate against Antony, 
but when the Senate snubbed him, he formed in 43 a Second Triumvirate with Antony and Lepidus. In 42 
this Triumvirate declared Caesar a god, allowing Octavian to call himself “Caesar, son of a god.” The three 
men divided the Republic’s territories between themselves. In 36 Antony married Cleopatra after divorcing
Octavian’s sister. War broke out. At the Battle of Actium in 31, Octavian’s fleet defeated Cleopatra’s fleet. 
The next year Antony and Cleopatra committed suicide. In 27, Octavian resigned his powers, ostensibly 
enabling the full restoration of the Republic. But the Senate gave him the honorific title Augustus and 
acclaimed him as Savior. In 17 world peace (pax Augusta) was proclaimed. Augustus worked hard to 
rebuild the Empire, which prospered greatly under his care. Upon death in AD 14 he was deified.

3. Tiberius (b. 42 BC, r. AD 14-37)
Adopted heir of Augustus.

4. Caligula (b. AD 12, r. 37-41)
Was adopted in 32 by Tiberius. When he became Emperor, Caligula considered himself divine and tried to 
enforce emperor worship. He was assassinated in 41 by the Prefect of the Praetorian Guard.

5. Claudius (b. 10 BC, r. AD 41-54)
On Caligula’s assassination Claudius was the only surviving member of the Julio-Claudian line. The 
Praetorian Guard acclaimed him emperor much to the dislike of the Senate. Like Augustus he was a good 
administrator. His fourth wife was Agrippina, his niece, who in 50 arranged for him to adopt her son Nero.
In 54 Claudius was poisoned by Agrippina to ensure succession of Nero. She then arranged for the 
deification of Claudius.

6. Nero (b. AD 37, r. 54-68)
For the first few months, Agrippina was the effective ruler, till she fell out of favor, eventually being killed 
by Nero in 59. For the next few years Rome prospered as the still under-age Nero was guided by his tutor 
Seneca, and Burrus, Prefect of the Praetorian Guard. In 62 Burrus died and Seneca retired. Nero was far 
too interested in artistic endeavors to devote any attention to adminstrating the Empire. In 64 Rome 
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suffered a great fire, for which Nero blamed the Christians. This led to local persecution. In 68 the Senate 
declared Nero a public enemy and condemned him to death. The next day Nero committed suicide.
Nero’s death precipitated the Year of the Four Emperors (AD 68-69)

2. The Year of the Four Emperors

7. Galba (b. 3 BC, r. AD 68-69)
Two months before Nero’s suicide, Galba, governor of Nearer Spain, announced himself leader of Rome; 
his troops soon acclaimed him emperor. He returned to Rome to assume power, but quickly fell to two 
revolts. The armies of Upper Germany revolted against him. He adopted Piso as son and heir, but Otho 
wanted that position for himself, so he killed both Galba and Piso.

8. Otho (b. AD 32, r. 69)
Governor of Lusitania. After killing Galba, the armies of North Africa, the Danube and the Euphrates 
declared their support for Otho. But the German armies, who had already declared their support for 
Vitellius, crossed the Alps and attacked Otho. He committed suicide just 3 months after killing Galba.

9. Vitellius (b. AD 12, r. 69)
Governor of Lower Germany; acclaimed Emperor by the troops in Upper and Lower Germany. He, too, 
traveled to Rome to assume power, only to find that the eastern armies had declared Vespasian emperor. 
He was killed after Rome fell to a Danube army.

3. The Flavian Dynasty

10. Vespasian (b. AD 9, r. 69-81)
From a humble background. Nero appointed him Governor of Judea to suppress the First Jewish Revolt. In
69, having been acclaimed emperor by his troops in Egypt, Syria and Judea, he returned to Rome to claim 
the throne, leaving his son Titus to finish suppressing the revolt. In 71 Vespasian and Titus celebrated their 
Triumph in Rome. Founded Flavian dynasty which would last till 96. The first emperor to have a capable 
son (Titus) to share rule and then succeed. Devoted great energy to rebuilding the empire which had been 
shattered by civil war. Restored peace (pax Romana). Unpretentious, he said on his deathbed, “I fear I am 
about to become a god.” Died a natural death.

11. Titus (b. AD 39, r. 79-81)
Eldest son of Vespasian. Had greatly assisted his father in running the Empire. Died a natural death at 
young age.

12. Domitian (b. AD 51, r. 81-96)
Younger brother of Titus. An initially benevolent rule degenerated into despotism. Claiming the title 
dominus et deus (Lord and God). Actively promoted the cult of emperor worship. Hostile to the Senate, but
curried favor with the army, recognizing his safety depended on it. Murdered in a palace conspiracy. The 
Senate pronounced damnation upon his memory (damnatio memoriae). His name was chiseled from the 
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many monuments erected during his life.

B. The Adopted Emperors
With the end of the Flavian line, a new method of choosing emperors was introduced: adoption of the 
person fittest to rule.

1. Nerva (96-98). Appointed Princeps by the Senate on death of Domitian. Adopted Trajan.
2. Trajan (98-117). Spanish. Great administrator; perhaps the best Emperor Rome ever had. The Empire 

reached its greatest extent under Trajan.
3. Hadrian (117-38). Abandoned policy of expanding Empire in favor of peace treaties.
4. Antonius Pius (138-61). Continued the peace policies of Hadrian.
5. Marcus Aurelius (161-80). A philosopher.
6. Commodus (180-92). Son of Marcus Aurelius. Return to dynastic succession. Thought himself the 

reincarnation of Hercules. Assassinated by palace insurrection.

313 Edict of Milan (or Edict of Toleration) by Constantine, tolerating Christianity.
391 Christianity declared the official state religion; all heathen cults outlawed.
395 Empire partitioned in E (Rome) and W (Constantinople), each ruled by a son of Theodosius the 

Great.
404 Western capital moved to Ravenna; 410 Fall of Rome; 476 End of W Empire.
1453 End of E Empire with fall of Constantinople to Ottoman Turks.
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IV. Dramatis Personae

Revelation contains a rich cast of characters, many of whom have multiple names and titles. It is a black-
and-white cast: everyone is either on God’s side or opposed to God.

God’s side God’s enemies
Leadership God, Jesus Christ, Spirit Dragon, beast, false prophet
Supernatural beings 4 living creatures, 24 elders, angels demonic spirits
Human beings
City New Jerusalem Babylon
Status True Counterfeit

A. On God’s Side

1. The Heavenly Troika
1. God

a. speaks only in 1:8; 21:3-8.
b. ὁ θεός “God.”
c. ὁ καθήμενος ἐπὶ τὸν θρόνον “the one seated upon the throne” 12× (4:2, 9, 10; 5:1, 7, 13; 6:16; 7:10, 

15; 19:4; 20:11; 21:5), John’s most frequent title for God; ὁ καθήμενος “the one seated”; ὁ θρόνος 
“the throne” as circumlocution for God 4:10; 8:3.

d. ὁ ὢν καὶ ὁ ἦν καὶ ὁ ἐρχόμενος “the one who is, and who was, and who is coming” (1:4, 8; 4:8); ὁ 
ὢν καὶ ὁ ἦν “the one who is and who was” (11:17; 16:5).

i. ὁ ὢν is used in LXX where God reveals his personal name to Moses as ֶאְהֶיה ֲאֶׁשר ֶאְהֶיה “I 
am who I am” ἐγώ εἰμι ὁ ὤν and ֶאְהֶיה “I am” ὁ ὤν (3:14). LXX uses κύριος “Lord” for יהוה 
Yahweh.

ii. ὁ ἐρχόμενος: a common motif of the OT prophets that God would come (ּב*א) in judgment 
and salvation. ὁ ἐρχόμενος ַהָּבא (Ps 118:26 [LXX 117:26]) became a Messianic title (cf. Matt 
11:3; Luke 7:19-20).

e. κύριος ὁ θεός ὁ παντοκράτωρ “Lord God Almighty” (1:8; 4:8; 11:17; 15:3; 16:7; 19:6; 21:22), יהוה ֱאֹלֵהי
.ὁ θεὸς ὁ παντοκράτωρ (16:14; 19:15) .יהוה ְצָבא*ת = Lord God of Hosts.” παντοκράτωρ“ ַהְּצָבא*ת

f. ὁ κύριος καὶ ὁ θεὸς “Lord and God” vs Domitian’s claim to be deus et dominus noster.
g. τὸ Ἄλφα καὶ τὸ Ὦ “the Alpha and the Omega” (1:8), τὸ ἄλφα καὶ τὸ ὦ, ἡ ἀρχὴ καὶ τὸ τέλος “the 

Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End” (21:6). Alpha (Α α) and Omega (Ω ω) are the 
first and last letters of the Greek alphabet.

h. ὁ θεός ζῶν “the living God” (7:2). ֵאל ַחי ,ֱאֹלִהים ַחי ,ֱאֹלִהים ַחִּיים.
i. ὁ ζῶν εἰς τοὺς αἰῶνας τῶν αἰώνων “the one who lives for ever and ever” (4:9, 10; 10:6; 15:7).
j. ὁ δεσπότης “Master” (6:10).
k. ὁ ὅσιος “the Holy One” (16:5, cf. 15:4). God called ְקד*ׁש ִיְׂשָרֵאל “the Holy One of Israel” 31× (Isa 

25×).
2. Jesus

a. speaks in 1:17-20; 2:1-3:22; 4:2; 16:15; 22:7, 12-13, 16,20.
b. Ἰησοῦς 14×, of which first 3 are Ιησοῦς Χρίστος (1:1,2, 5).
c. ὅμοιον υἱὸν ἀνθρώπου “one like a son of man” (1:13), from Dan 7:13.
d. ὁ ζῶν “the Living One” (1:18).
e. τό ἀρνίον “the Lamb” 28× (=4×7). John’s usual title for Jesus.
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f. ὁ λέων ὁ ἐκ τῆς φυλῆς Ἰούδα “the Lion from the Tribe of Judah” (5:5). Gen 49:8-12.
g. ἡ ῥίζα Δαυίδ “The Root of David” (5:5) cf. ἐγώ εἰμι ἡ ῥίζα καὶ τὸ γένος Δαυίδ (22:16). Isa 11:1,10.
h. ὁ μάρτυς ὁ πιστός, ὁ πρωτότοκος τῶν νεκρῶν καὶ ὁ ἄρχων τῶν βασιλέων τῆς γῆς “the faithful 

witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth” (1:5). Thematic of 
book.

i. πιστὸς καὶ ἀληθινός Faithful and True (19:11).
j. ὁ λόγος τοῦ θεοῦ the Word of God (19:11).
k. κύριος κυρίων καὶ βασιλεὺς βασιλέων “Lord of lords and King of kings” (17:14); Βασιλεὺς βασιλέων 

καὶ κύριος κυρίων “King of kings and Lord of lords” (19:16). θεὸς τῶν θεῶν καὶ κύριος τῶν κυρίων 
καὶ βασιλεὺς τῶν βασιλέων “God of gods and Lord of lords and King of kings” (Dan 4:37 LXX, cf. 
Dan 2:47); ֱאֹלֵהי ָהֱאֹלִהים ַוֲאֹדֵני ָהֲאֹדִנים θεὸς τῶν θεῶν καὶ κύριος τῶν κυρίων “God of gods and 
Lord of lords” (Deut 10:17; Ps 136:2-3).

l. ὄνομα ὃ οὐδεὶς οἶδεν εἰ μὴ αὐτός “a name which no one knows but he himself ” (19:12).
m. ἐγὼ τὸ ἄλφα καὶ τὸ ὦ, ὁ πρῶτος καὶ ὁ ἔσχατος, ἡ ἀρχὴ καὶ τὸ τέλος “I am the Alpha and the Omega, 

the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End” (22:13); ὁ πρῶτος καὶ ὁ ἔσχατος “the First and 
the Last” (1:17). Titles applied to God (1:8; 21:6) are progressively applied to Jesus. cf. ֲאִני ִראׁש*ן 
.I am the First and I am the Last” (Isa 44:6; 48:12)“ ַוֲאִני ַאֲחר*ן

n. ἐγώ εἰμι ἡ ῥίζα καὶ τὸ γένος Δαυίδ, ὁ ἀστὴρ ὁ λαμπρὸς ὁ πρωϊνός “I am the Root and the Offspring 
of David, and the bright Morning Star” (22:16).

i.  a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his“ ֹחֶטר ִמֵּגַזע ִיָׁשי ְוֵנֶצר ִמָּׁשָרָׁשיו ִיְפֶרה
roots” (Isa 11:1), ֹׁשֶרׁש ִיַׁשי “the root of Jesse” (Isa 11:10).

o. self-designation in messages to churches, drawn primarily from John’s vision of Jesus (1:12-20):
i. Ephesus: ὁ κρατῶν τοὺς ἑπτὰ ἀστέρας ἐν τῇ δεξιᾷ αὐτοῦ, ὁ περιπατῶν ἐν μέσῳ τῶν ἑπτὰ 

λυχνιῶν τῶν χρυσῶν; “the one holding the seven stars in his hand, the one walking in the 
midst of the seven golden lampstands” (2:1; cf. 1:13, 16).

ii. Smyrna: ὁ πρῶτος καὶ ὁ ἔσχατος, ὃς ἐγένετο νεκρὸς καὶ ἔζησεν; “the first and the last, who was
dead but came to life” (2:8; cf. 1:17-18).

iii. Pergamum: ὁ ἔχων τὴν ῥομφαίαν τὴν δίστομον τὴν ὀξεῖαν; “the one having the double-edged
sword” (2:12; cf. 1:16).

iv. Thyatira: ὁ υἱὸς τοῦ θεοῦ, ὁ ἔχων τοὺς ὀφθαλμοὺς αὐτοῦ ὡς φλόγα πυρός καὶ οἱ πόδες αὐτοῦ 
ὅμοιοι χαλκολιβάνῳ; “the son of God, the one having his eyes as a flame of fire, and his feet 
like bronze” (2:18; cf. 1:14-15).

v. Sardis: ὁ ἔχων τὰ ἑπτὰ πνεύματα τοῦ θεοῦ καὶ τοὺς ἑπτὰ ἀστέρας; “the one having the seven 
spirits of God and the seven stars” (3:1; cf. 1:16)

vi. Philadelphia: ὁ ἔχων τὴν κλεῖν Δαυίδ, ὁ ἀνοίγων καὶ οὐδεὶς κλείσει καὶ κλείων καὶ οὐδεὶς 
ἀνοίγει; “the one having the key of David, the one who opens and no one closes and closes 
and no one opens” (3:7; cf. 1:18), cf. Isa 22:22.

vii. Laodicea: ὁ Ἀμήν, ὁ μάρτυς ὁ πιστὸς καὶ ἀληθινός, ἡ ἀρχὴ τῆς κτίσεως τοῦ θεοῦ; “the Amen, 
the faithful and true witness, the beginning of God’s creation” (3:14). cf. Col 1:15.

p. The one who will come. 10× Jesus says, “I will come”: ἔρχομαί 7× (2:5, 16; 3:11; 16:15; 22:7, 12,20), 
ἥξω 3× (2:25; 3:3, 3). Jesus “is coming with the clouds” ἔρχεται μετὰ τῶν νεφελῶν, a reference to 
the one like a son of man in Dan 7:13, cf. Matt 24:30; 26:64; Mark 13:26; 14:62; Luke 21:27.

3. Spirit
a. speaks in 14:13; 22:17.
b. τὰ ἑπτὰ πνεύματα τοῦ θεοῦ “the seven spirits of God” or “the seven-fold spirit of God” (1:4; 4:5; 

5:6).
c. portrayed as ἑπτὰ λαμπάδες πυρὸς καιόμεναι ἐνώπιον τοῦ θρόνου “seven lampstands burning 

before the throne” (4:5), the seven eyes of Jesus (5:6), sent out into all the earth (5:6).
d. τὸ πνεῦμα “the Spirit” speaks to each of the churches (2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 22).
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e. Spirit speaks also (14:13; 22:17).
f. Four times John is ἐν πνεύματι “in the Spirit” (1:10; 4:2; 17:3; 21:10).

2. Heavenly Creatures
1. τέσσαρα ζῷα “four living creatures” the ַחיי*ת (ζῶᾳ) of Ezek 1:5-25, identified in Ezek 10:20 as ְּכרּוִבים 

“cherubim”. One each like lion, ox, man, flying eagle. Each with six wings (cf. seraphim of Isa 6:2; 
Ezekiel’s cherubim had only 4 wings). God’s throne attendants.

2. εἴκοσι τέσσαρας πρεσβυτέρους “24 elders” (4:4, etc.).
3. Angels

a. πολλοὶ ἀγγέλοι many angels (5:11) gathered around throne of God and the Lamb, beyond the 
circle of the cherubim and the elders (7:11). These are ἀγγέλοι ἁγιοι the holy angels (14:10)

b. The interpreting angel who mediates God’s message to John (1:1). He shows John the judgment 
on Babylon (17:3) and the descent of heavenly Jerusalem (21:9). Twice John attempts to worship 
this angel (19:10; 22:8), but each time the angel forbids him, for he is John’s σύνδουλόι “fellow 
servant” (19:10; 22:9).

c. Each of the seven churches has an angel, which collectively are the seven stars in the hands of 
Jesus.

d. Many other angels (ἄλλος ἄγγελος “another angel” 10×)
e. Three times, ἄγγελος ἰσχυρός a mighty angel: asking who is worthy to break seals and open scroll

(5:2); with βιβλαρίδιον scroll (10:1); throws boulder into sea (18:21).
f. four angels at four corners of earth restraining the four winds (7:1)
g. another angel with seal of living God (7:2).
h. the seven angels who stand before God (8:2) who are these? Given seven trumpets. (8:1, 6, 7, 8, 

10, 12; 9:1, 13; 11:15)
i. another angel (8:3-5) throws censer over heaven’s rampart.
j. four angels at great river Euphrates (9:14-15)
k. Μιχαήλ Michael and his angels (12:7). Dan.
l. John sees six angels in ch 14, in two sets of three: first has eternal gospel (14:6), second 

proclaims fall of Babylon (14:8), third proclaims judgment on those who worship the beast 
(14:9). Fourth summons son of man to harvest (14:15), Fifth has sickle (14:17), harvests in 
response to call from sixth angel (14:18).

m. Seven angels with seven last plagues (15:6), given seven bowls (15:7).
n. One of these seven angels (εἷς ἐκ τῶν ἑπτὰ ἀγγέλων τῶν ἐχόντων τὰς ἑπτὰ φιάλας) shows John 

Babylon and New Jerusalem (17:1; 21:9); ambiguous as to whether the same one of the seven. 
This is the interpreting angel.

o. Another angel proclaims fall of Babylon (18:1)
p. ἄγγελος καταβαίνοντος ἐκ τοῦ οὐρανοῦ “an angel descending from heaven” (20:1) with key to the 

Abyss and a great chain.
q. twelve angels as gatekeepers of twelve gates of New Jerusalem (21:12).

4. Four horsemen (6:1-8). Based on horsemen of Zech.
5. τὰ στρατεύματα [τὰ] ἐν τῷ οὐρανῷ “the armies of heaven” follow the rider on the white horse (19:14, 

19).
6. ἑνὸς ἀετοῦ πετομένου ἐν μεσουρανήματι “an eagle flying in mid-heaven” proclaims three woes (8:13).
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3. Earthly Creatures on God’s Side
1. John: by name (1:1,4,9; 22:8). First-person narrator (1:1-3 is a separate narrator).
2. ὁ νικῶν “the overcomer” (2:7, 11, 17,26; 3:5, 12,21; 15:2; 21:7); in each of the 7 churches.
3. οἱ ἁγιόι “the saints.” These are drawn ἐκ πάσης φυλῆς καὶ γλώσσης καὶ λαοῦ καὶ ἔθνους “from every tribe

and tongue and people and nation” (7× in various combinations: 5:9; 7:9; 10:11; 11:9; 13:7; 14:6; 17:15).
4. δούλοι τοῦ θεοῦ God’s servants/slaves (1:1; 7:3; 11:18; 15:3; 19:2, 5; 22:3; 22:6); “his servants” (1:1) God’s or 

Christ’s. Comprise angel, John, reader, listeners. cf. עבד־יהוה “servant of the Lord.”
5. 144,000 (7:4) = innumerable multitude (7:9).
6. the prophets 7× generally; 1× specifically the two prophets (11:10) who are the two witnesses.
7. οἱ δύο μάρτυρές “the two witnesses” (11:3) which are αἱ δύο ἐλαῖαι καὶ αἱ δύο λυχνίαι αἱ ἐνώπιον τοῦ 

κυρίου τῆς γῆς ἑστῶτες “the two olive trees and the two lampstands which stand before the Lord of the
earth” (11:4). Also are two prophets (11:10). Moses and Elijah; Zech 4.

8. οἱ ἀκολουθοῦντες τῷ ἀρνίῳ ὅπου ἂν ὑπάγῃ “those following of the Lamb wherever he goes” (14:4).
9. an army (στρατεύματα) of two myriad myriad released (9:16).
10.οἱ λοιποὶ τοῦ σπέρματος αὐτῆς “the rest of her offspring” (12:17) = οἱ τηροῦντες τὰς ἐντολὰς τοῦ θεοῦ καὶ 

ἐχόντες τὴν μαρτυρίαν Ἰησοῦ “those who keep God’s commandments and hold the testimony of Jesus” 
(12:17).

Seven beatitudes (μακάριος, μακάριοι): those who are blessed (ַאְׁשֵרי־)
1. ὁ ἀναγινώσκων καὶ οἱ ἀκούοντες τοὺς λόγους τῆς προφητείας καὶ τηροῦντες τὰ ἐν αὐτῇ γεγραμμένα “the

one who reads and those who hear and keep the words of the prophecy and keep the things 
written in it” (1:3).

2. οἱ νεκροὶ οἱ ἐν κυρίῳ ἀποθνῄσκοντες ἀπ᾿ ἄρτι “the dead who die in the Lord from now on” (14:13).
3. ὁ γρηγορῶν καὶ τηρῶν τὰ ἱμάτια αὐτοῦ “the one who is watchful and keeps his garments” (16:15).
4. οἱ εἰς τὸ δεῖπνον τοῦ γάμου τοῦ ἀρνίου κεκλημένοι “those who are invited to the wedding supper of 

the Lamb” (19:9).
5. ὁ ἔχων μέρος ἐν τῄ ἀναστάσει τῄ πρώτῃ “the one who has a share in the first resurrection” (20:6).
6. ὁ τηρῶν τοὺς λόγους τῆς προφητείας τοῦ βιβλίου τούτου “the one who keep the words of the 

prophecy of this book” (22:7).
7. οἱ πλύνοντες τὰς στολὰς αὐτῶν “those who wash their robes” (22:14).

4. The Heavenly City
1. Ἰερουσαλὴμ καινὴ “the new Jerusalem” (3:12; 21:1)
2. ἡ πόλις ἡ ἁγία “the holy city” (21:1, 10); ִעיר ַהֹּקֶדׁש.
3. ἡ πόλις τοῦ θεοῦ μου “the city of my [Jesus’] God” (3:12).
4. ἡ πόλις ἡ ἠγαπημένη “the beloved city” (20:9)
5. ἡ παρεμβολὴ τῶν ἁγίων “the camp of the saints” (20:9).
6. descends from heaven from God (21:2, 10)
7. personified as a Bride (21:2)
8. Zion; Mt Zion, where Lamb stands, surrounded by followers.

The Queen of Heaven (12:1-2)
the son

Revelation

16



B. Opposed to God

1. The Infernal Troika
The Dragon

1. ὁ δράκων 13× in Rev: 12:3,4,7,7,9, 13, 16, 17; 13:2,4, 11; 16:13; 20:2; ὁ δράκων ὁ μέγας “the great dragon” 
(12:9); δράκων μέγας πυρρός “a great red dragon” (12:3). LXX for ִלְוָיָתן Leviathan (Job 41:1 [MT 40:25, 
LXX 40:20]; Ps 74:14 [LXX 73:14]; Isa 27:1).

2. ὁ ὄφις “the serpent” (12:14, 15); ὁ ὄφις ὁ ἀρχαῖος “the ancient serpent” (12:9; 20:2). ָנָחׁש Naḥash (Isa 27:1).
3. This dragon has two names: Διάβολος καὶ ὁ Σατανᾶς “Devil and Satan” cf. Rev 20:2.

a. Διάβολος (2:10; 12:9, 10; 20:2, 10).
b. Σατανᾶς (2:9, 13, 13,24; 3:9; 12:9; 20:2,7). Heb. ָׂשָטן Satan, “accuser”; LXX διάβολος (Job 1, 2; Zech 3:

1-2).
4. ὁ κατήγωρ “the accuser” (12:10).
5. The dragon is thrown out of heaven to earth (12:9), into the Abyss (20:3), into the lake of fire (20:10).
6. The dragon leads the world astray (12:9)
7. 7 heads, 10 horns, 7 crowns.
8. Is this the same as the star that fell to earth named ὁ Ἄψινθος Wormwood (8:10-11), who is given key 

to Abyss (9:1)?

The Beast
1. τὸ θηρίον “the beast”: rises from the sea (13:1), from the Abyss (11:7, ְּתה*ם); 10 horns, 7 heads, 10 

crowns (13:1).
2. composite of leopard, bear, lion (13:2): composite of four beasts of Dan 7:3-7 (winged lion = Babylon, 

bear = Medo-Persia, leopard = Greece, terrifying beast = Seleucid/Roman Empire). Composite of all 
former Satanic tyrannical human kingdoms.

3. Recovered from a fatal wound to one head (13:3, cf. “once was, now is not, and will come” 17:8): Nero 
(r. 54-68), under whose rule Roman Empire degenerated into near chaos; after his suicide, Roman 
Empire almost fell apart with competing generals (Galba, Otho, Vitellius, Vespasian) laying claim to 
throne in quick succession.

4. Dragon gave the beast his power, his throne, his great authority (13:2).
5. The world worships the beast because the dragon has given him power (13:4), and because the false 

prophet compels and deceives them to do so (13:12).
6. Number is 666 (13:18).

The False Prophet
1. the beast rising from the land (13:11).
2. ὁ ψευδοπροφήτης “the false prophet” (16:13; 19:20; 20:10).

2. Infernal Creatures
1. locusts ascend from the Abyss (9:3)
2. the dragon’s angels: thrown out of heaven with the dragon (12:9).
3. Their king is ὁ ἄγγελος τῆς ἀβύσσου “the angel of the Abyss” with Hebrew name Ἀβαδδών Abaddon, 

Greek name Ἀπολλύων Apollyon (9:11), both meaning Destruction. ֲאַבּד*ן (Job 26:6; 28:22; 31:12; Ps 
88:12; Prov 15:11; 27:20).

4. πνεύματα τρία ἀκάθαρτα ὡς βάτραχοι “three frog-like evil spirits” from mouth of dragon, beast, false 
prophet (16:13), = πνεύματα δαιμονίων “the spirits of demons” (16:14).
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3. Earthly Creatures opposed to God
1. the earth-dwellers: οἱ κατοικοῦντες ἐπὶ τῆς γῆς (3:10; 6:10; 8:13; 11:10[2×]; 13:8, 14[2×]; 14:6; 17:8); οἱ 

κατοικοῦντες τὴν γῆν 17:2; οἱ κατοικοῦντες ἐν [τῇ γῇ] (13:12). Heb. ַהי*ְׁשֵבי ַעל־ַהָאֶרץ. Always a negative 
term of those opposed to God.

2. οἱ μικροί καὶ οἱ μεγάλοι the small and the great, οἱ πλουσίοι καὶ οἱ πτωχοί the rich and the poor, οἱ 
ἐλευθέροι καὶ οἱ δούλοι the free and the slaves (13:16).

3. comprise οἱ βασιλεῖς kings, οἱ μεγιστᾶνες great men, οἱ χιλίαρχοι generals, οἱ πλούσιοι the rich, οἱ 
ἰσχυροί the powerful, πᾶς δοῦλος καὶ ἐλεύθερος every slave and freeman (6:15).

4. οἱ βασιλεῖς τῆς γῆς “the kings of the earth” (1:5; 6:15; 17:2, 18; 18:3,9; 19:19; 21:24). Heb. ַמְלֵכי־ֶאֶרץ Ezek 
27:33; Ps 76:12; 89:27; 138:4; 148:11; Lam 4:12.

5. bear τὸ χάραγμα τὸ ὄνομα τοῦ θηρίου “the mark of the beast.”
6. armies of the beast and the kings of the earth (τὰ στρατεύματα αὐτῶν) 19:19.
7. τὰ ἔθνη “the nations” i.e. Gentiles (11:2). ַהּג*ִים.

residents of Babylon

4. The Earthly City
1. Βαβυλών Babylon, Βαβυλὼν ἡ μεγάλη “Babylon the Great” (4×), Βαβυλὼν ἡ μεγάλη πόλις “Babylon the 

Great City” (18:21), Βαβυλὼν ἡ πόλις ἡ ἰσχυρά “Babylon the Mighty City” (18:10). ָּבֶבל.
2. ἡ πόλις ἡ μεγάλη “the great city” 7×. ָהִעיר ַהְּגֹדָלה.
3. personified as a whore: ἡ πόρνή (17:15, 16), ἡ πόρνή ἡ μεγάλη “the great prostitute” (17:1; 19:16), ἡ μήτηρ 

τῶν πορνῶν καὶ τῶν βδελυγμάτων τῆς γῆς “the mother of prostitutes and of the abominations of the 
earth” (17:5).
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V. Structure

Revelation is the most carefully-structured book in the NT, but there is disagreement on what the 
structure is, apart from the prologue (1:1-8) and epilogue (22:6-21). There are three major approaches:

Prophetic Prediction
3-part division based on 1:19, “write what you have seen, what is, and what will happen after this”:

1. what you have seen: John’s vision of Jesus (1:9–20)

2. what is: Church history (2:1–3:22). The seven churches are usually seen as also predictive prophecy of 
seven ages of church history:

a. Ephesus (2:1-7): the apostolic church (–c. 150)
b. Smyrna (2:8-11): the persecuted church (c. 150–312/324 Constantine)
c. Pergamum (2:12-17): the compromised church (c. 312–c. 600 rise of the papacy)
d. Thyatira (2:18-29): the worldly church (c. 600–1517 Reformation)
e. Sardis (3:1-6): the zombie church (c. 1550–c. 1750 Great Awakening)
f. Philadelphia (3:7-13): the true church (c. 1750–c. 1900)
g. Laodicea (3:14-22): the lukewarm church (c. 1900– liberalism, consumerism)

3. what will happen: the post-church future (4:1–22:5). Elements of dispensationalism are imposed:
a. rapture (4:1): secret return of Christ to remove the church
b. 7-year tribulation (6–16)
c. battle of Armageddon (16:16)
d. visible return of Christ (19:11-16)
e. millennium (20:1-6)

Six Cycles
Six cycles telling a similar story (Boxall, Koester):

1. 7 messages to the churches (1:9–3:22)
2. 7 seals (4:1–8:1)
3. 7 trumpets (8:2–11:19)
4. unnumbered (7?) visions (12:1-15:4)
5. 7 bowls/plagues (15:5-19:10)
6. unnumbered (7?) visions (19:11-22:5)

Some advocates of these cycles identify seven visions in each of the two unnumbered sets.
These cycles are progressive:

Fig. 1-2: Progressive cycles
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Spirit-induced visions
Encompassed by a prologue and an epilogue, the series of visions is divided into major sections by the 
four-fold phrase ἐν πνεύματι “in the spirit.”⁵

1. Prologue (1:1-8)
2. The Vision (1:9–22:7) ἐν πνεύματι “in the spirit” 4×.

a. in the Spirit on Patmos (1:9–3:21)
i. Jesus Christ among the lampstands (1:9-20)
ii. 7 messages to 7 churches (2:1–3:21)

b. in the Spirit in heaven (4:1–16:21)
i. The throne room in heaven (4:1–5:14)
ii. Seven seals (6:1-17; 8:1)
iii. inserted vision (7:1-17)
iv. Seven trumpets (8:2–9:21; 11:15-19)
v. inserted vision (10:1–11:14)
vi. Evil’s assault on God’s people (12:1–14:20)
vii. Seven bowls (15:1-16:21)

c. The Two Cities (17:1–22:9)
i. Babylon: in the Spirit in a desert (17:1–19:10)

1. Fall of Babylon (17:1–18:24)
2. Rejoicing in heaven (19:1-10)

ii. From Babylon to New Jerusalem (19:11–21:8)
iii. New Jerusalem: in the Spirit on a mountain (21:9–22:9)

3. Epilogue (22:6-21)

B
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Babylon

:–:
New 

Jerusalem

:–:
Final

victory

:–: The Visions

:-
Prologue

:-
Epilogue

:-
Come, I will show you the 

punishment of the great prostitute 
(δεῦρο, δείξω σοι τὸ κρίμα τῆς 

πόρνης τῆς μεγάλης)…he carried me 
away into the desert in the Spirit 

(ἐν πνεύματι)

:-
Come, I will show you the bride, 

the wife of the Lamb (δεῦρο, 
δείξω σοι τὴν νύμφην τὴν 
γυναῖκα τοῦ ἀρνίου)…he 

carried me away in the Spirit 
(ἐν πνεύματι) to a mountain

:-
Come up here, I will show you 

what must happen after this 
(ἀνάβα ὧδε, καὶ δείξω σοι ἃ δεῖ 

γενέσθαι μετὰ ταῦτα). 
Immediately I was in the Spirit 

(ἐγενόμην ἐν πνεύματι)

:
I was in the 

Spirit 
(ἐγενόμην ἐν 
πνεύματι) on 
the Lord’s day

Fig. 1-3: The Structure of Revelation

5. Richard Bauckham, The Climax of Prophecy: Studies in the Book of Revelation (Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1993), 3.

Revelation

20



VI. Recommended Reading

This is a highly-selective list.

A. Commentaries

1. Technical (commentaries on Greek text)
Aune, David E. Revelation. 3 vols. WBC 52. Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1997-98.
* Beale, Gregory K. The Book of Revelation. NIGTC. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1999.
Mounce, Robert H. The Book of Revelation. NICNT. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1977.
* Osborne, Grant R. Revelation. BECNT. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2002.
* Smalley, Stephen S. The Revelation to John. Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 2005.

2. Non-technical (commentaries on English text)
Barclay, William, The Revelation of John. 2 vols. DSB. Louisville: Westminster/John Knox, 1976.
Caird, George B. The Revelation of St John the Divine. London: A & C Black, 1966.
Gregg, Steve, ed. Revelation, Four Views: A Parallel Commentary. Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1997.
* Johnson, Dennis E. Triumph of the Lamb. Phillipsburg, NJ: Presbyterian & Reformed, 2001.
* Keener, Craig S. Revelation. NIVAC. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2000.
* Koester, Craig R. Revelation and the End of All Things. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2001.
Wilcock, Michael. The Message of Revelation: I Saw Heaven Opened. BST. Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 

1975.
* Witherington, Ben, III. Revelation. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003.

B. Other Books

1. Guides and Introductions
* Bauckham, Richard. The Climax of Prophecy: Studies in the Book of Revelation. Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 

1993.
* ———. The Theology of the Book of Revelation. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993.
Gorman, Michael. Reading Revelation Responsibly: Uncivil Worship and Witness: Following the Lamb into 

the New Creation. Eugene, Ore.: Cascade Books, 2011.
Kraybill, J. Nelson. Apocalypse and Allegiance: Worship, Politics, and Devotion in the Book of Revelation. 

Grand Rapids: Brazos, 2010.
Metzger, Bruce M. Breaking the Code: Understanding the Book of Revelation. Nashville: Abingdon, 1993.
* Peterson, Eugene H. Reversed Thunder: The Revelation of John and the Praying Imagination. San 

Francisco: Harper & Row, 1988.
* Poythress, Vern S. The Returning King: A Guide to the Book of Revelation. Phillipsburg, NJ: Presbyterian &

Reformed, 2000.

2. Special Studies
Archer, Gleason L., ed., Three views on the Rapture. Counterpoints. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1996.

Pretribulation (Paul D. Feinberg), Midtribulation (Gleason L. Archer), Posttribulation (Douglas J. 
Moo).

* Beale, G. K. and S. M. McDonough, “Revelation,” in G. K. Beale and D. A. Carson, eds., Commentary on 
the New Testament Use of the Old Testament (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2007).

1. Introduction

21



Bock, Darrell L., ed., Three views on the Millennium and Beyond. Counterpoints. Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan, 1999.
Premillennialism (Craig A. Blaising), Postmillennialism (Kenneth L. Gentry Jr.), Amillennialism 
(Robert B. Strimple).

Clouse, Robert G. ed. The Meaning of the Millennium. Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1977.
Historic premillennialism (G. E. Ladd), Dispensational premillennialism (H. A. Hoyt), 
Postmillennialism (L. Boettner), Amillennialism (A. A. Hoekema).

Coleman, Robert E. Singing with the Angels. Grand Rapids: Revell, 1998. orig. publ. Songs of Heaven. Old 
Tappan, NJ: Revell, 1980.

Crockett, William, ed., Four Views on Hell. Counterpoints. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1996.
Literal (John F. Walvoord), Metaphorical (William V. Crockett), Purgatorial (Zachary J. Hayes), 
Conditional (Clark H. Pinnock)

* Dumbrell, William J. The End of the Beginning: Revelation 21-22 and The Old Testament. Homebush West, 
Australia: Lancer, 1985.

* Grenz, Stanley. The Millennial Maze: Sorting out evangelical options. Downers Grove, InterVarsity, 1992.
* Hemer, Colin J. The Letters to the Seven Churches of Asia in their Local Setting. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 

2001.
Pate, C. Marvin, ed., Four Views on the Book of Revelation. Counterpoints. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1998.

Preterist (Kenneth L. Gentry Jr.), Idealist (SamHamstra Jr.), Progressive Dispensationalist (C. Marvin 
Pate), Classical Dispensationalist (Robert L. Thomas)

Ramsay, W. M. The Letters to the Seven Churches. Updated ed. Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson, 1994 [1904].

series:
BECNT Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament
BST Bible Speaks Today
DSB Daily Study Bible
NICNT New International Commentary on the New Testament
NIGTC New International Greek Testament Commentary
NIVAC NIV Application Commentary
WBC Word Biblical Commentary

Revelation

22


