ROME at Last!
The End of the Beginning

The LORD has made known his salvation;
he has revealed his righteousness

in the sight of the nations.
Psalm 98:2



ROME at Last:
The End of the Beginning

|. Ministry in Malta: Hospitality & healing with non-believers
ll. Journey to Rome: Loving fellowship with brothers

lll.House arrest in Rome: Apology to the Jews
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After we were brought safely through, we then learned that
the island was called Malta. The native people showed us
unusual kindness, for they kindled a fire and welcomed us all,
because it had begun to rain and was cold. When Paul had
gathered a bundle of sticks and put them on the fire, a viper

came out because of the heat and fastened on his hand.
Acts 28:1-3




When the native people saw the creature hanging from
his hand, they said to one another, “No doubt this man
is a murderer. Though he has escaped from the sea,
Justice has not allowed him to live.” He, however, shook
off the creature into the fire and suffered no harm. They
were waiting for him to swell up or suddenly fall down
dead. But when they had waited a long time and saw no
misfortune come to him, they changed their minds and

said that he was a god.
Acts 28:4-6




Hospitality, Healings & Generosity in Malta

Now in the neighborhood of that place were lands belonging to the
chief man of the island, named Publius, who received us and
entertained us hospitably for three days. It happened that the father
of Publius lay sick with fever and dysentery. And Paul visited him and
prayed, and putting his hands on him, healed him. And when this had
taken place, the rest of the people on the island who had diseases
also came and were cured. They also honored us greatly, and when

we were about to sail, they put on board whatever we needed.
Acts 28:7-10

Publius
The first Bishop of Malta



Taking in the Vista

Hospitality, Healing, Generosity



Voyage to Puteoli

After three months we set sail in a ship that had wintered in
the island, a ship of Alexandria, with the twin sons of Zeus as
a figurehead. Putting in at Syracuse, we stayed there for three
days. And from there we made a circuit and arrived at
Rhegium. And after one day a south wind sprang up, and on
the second day we came to Puteol..
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Brotherly Escort to Rome

There we found brothers and were invited to stay with
them for seven days. And so we came to Rome. And the
brothers there, when they heard about us, came as far as
the Forum of Appius and Three Taverns to meet us. On
seeing them, Paul thanked God and took courage. And
when we came into Rome, Paul was allowed to stay by
himself, with the soldier who guarded him.

Acts 28:14-16
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Taking in the Vista

Fellowship for the journey



Paul’s Invitation and Defence to the Jews

After three days he called together the local leaders
of the Jews, and when they had gathered, he said to
them, “Brothers, though | had done nothing against
our people or the customs of our fathers, yet | was
delivered as a prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands
of the Romans. When they had examined me, they
wished to set me at liberty, because there was no
reason for the death penalty in my case. But because
the Jews objected, | was compelled to appeal to
Caesar—though | had no charge to bring against my
nation. For this reason, therefore, | have asked to see
you and speak with you, since it is because of the

hope of Israel that | am wearing this chain.”
Acts 28:17-20
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The Jews’ Surpising Response

And they said to him, “VWe have received no letters from Judea
about you, and none of the brothers coming here has reported or
spoken any evil about you. But we desire to hear from you what
your views are, for with regard to this sect we know that

everywhere it is spoken against.”
Acts 28:21-22
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A Day of Dialogue and Debate

When they had appointed a day for him, they came to him at
his lodging in greater numbers. From morning till evening he
expounded to them, testifying to the kingdom of God and
trying to convince them about Jesus both from the Law of
Moses and from the Prophets. And some were convinced by
what he said, but others disbelieved. And disagreeing among

themselves, they departed...
Acts 28:23-25a




Hard Hearts Made Them Blind and Deaf

after Paul had made one statement: “The Holy Spirit was right in
saying to your fathers through Isaiah the prophet:

“‘Go to this people, and say,
“You will indeed hear but never understand,

and you will indeed see but never perceive.”

For this people’s heart has grown dull,
and with their ears they can barely hear,
and their eyes they have closed;

lest they should see with their eyes
and hear with their ears

and understand with their heart

and turn, and | would heal them.
Therefore let it be known to you that this salvation of God
has been sent to the Gentiles; they will listen.”

Acts 28:21-23

The gospel is sent to the Gentiles
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Taking in the Vista

The Mystery of the Jews

4 Never forget God’s faithfulness
4 Never forget our roots and privilege
4 Never forget God’s vision for the church




The End of the Beginning

He lived there two whole years at his own expense,
and welcomed all who came to him, proclaiming the
kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus

Christ with all boldness and without hindrance.
Acts 28:30-31

Paul’'s Maritime Cell in Rome The gospel unleashed and unhindered
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Invitation to the Table




Our Confessmn

being,

whose face is hidden from us by our sins,

and whose mercy we forget

in the blindness of our hearts:

cleanse us from all our offenses,

and deliver us from proud thoughts and vain desires,
that with reverent and humble hearts

we may draw near to you,

confessing our faults, confiding in your grace,

and finding in you our refuge and strength;

through Jesus Christ your Son. Amen
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Come to the Table




Prayer of Renewal

NOourish u Ord Dy your HOly Spiri
and life-giving Word

Give us generous hearts to give ourselves
to those who are in need

Help us to worship you in spirit and truth,
with reverence and Joy

Grant us Jesus’ vision and the apostles’

obedience
to seek and save those who are lost,
for your glory.

In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen




Drink the Cup of Forgiveness




