The Greatest Testimony Every

Vasily Surikov — Paul Testifies before Agrippa, E
Tretyakov Gallery, Moscow
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2. The authenticity of his devotion
was evidenced by his holy zeal
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3. His change of
religion,

TAGIWE SANYIO VYo WYy ’VM’V’%’MW”}W‘ - \/ 1—0\3‘;--".1{‘\!"?

MTVL N 0 R Y et gt vl i s s ey A oV v i o3 et s e e
"J'""’t"“ AR Ay 3 ey 3 45T SN OW ,g "y ety ot q.*“.l"' J""‘"""
M oy m,:r;uwv-«y-'---\,.. LAY Y S e .._,, Py eIV A A W‘ NP N
"J'""‘WWR-‘ NN Wy DTN PRV WP I'.’B""'va‘-w).-,"-\‘-v‘\wr““ I, A
NN ) AL AR Sy it €5 TV TG WA SR e ke

L B PO S TR (A R (S TV e W s - D i k- | Vormwe Py Ty
PTEYD S W N S T e e Y Y S A L’ ~=~ vyn--ln'oh_n'ml*' e al " A L L

mind was not a change of




Israel’s View of History

The Resurrection

New Creation

The present age I The age to come

The end of history




Easter Surprise!

New Creation

.‘.

Middle of history

I‘ The age to come

Resurrection of Jesus!

“The prophets and Moses said,.... The end of history
that the Messiah must suffer

and that, by being the first to rise from the dead,
he would proclaim light both to our people and to the Gentiles.”



New Testament View of History

‘ New Creation

T

The present age The age to come
The two ages overlap

The end of history




Carvaggio - Conversion on the

4. This radical reversal did not come from his
study,
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5. His commission as a servant, prophet and
apostle




Paul’s Commission: New ldentity
‘But rise and stand upon your feet, for | have
appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you as
a servant and witness to the things in which you
have seen me and to those in which | will appear to
you, delivering you from your people and from the

Gentiles—to whom | am sending you to open
their eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to
light and from the power of Satan to God, that they
may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among

those who are sanctified by faith in me.
Acts 26:16-18
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Paul’s Commission: A Daunting Task

‘But rise and stand upon your feet, for | have
appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you as
a servant and witness to the things in which you
have seen me and to those in which | will appear to
you, delivering you from your people and from the

Gentiles—to whom | am sending you to open
their eyes, so that they may turn from darkness
to light and from the power of Satan to God, that

they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place

among those who are sanctified by faith in me.
Acts 26:16-18
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The Servant’s Commission = Paul’s Commission

“It is too small a thing for you to be my servant
to raise up the tribes of Jacob
and to bring back those of Israel | have kept;
| will also make you as a light for the Gentiles,
that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.”

Isaiah 49:6
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6. Paul did not disobey and he did it,
with God’s help as he promised!




/. Paul’'s summary appeal silenced
the court!




King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets?
| know that you believe.




“Do you think that is such a short time you
can persuade me to be a Christian?”




“Short time or long—I pray to God that not only
you but all who are listening to me today may
become what | am, except for these chains.”
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. Chris is Risen!
He is Risen indeed!









