
Praying 
the Lord’s Prayer Martin Luther & C. S. Lewis



–Luke 11:1

“Lord, teach us to pray.”



–Hans Urs von Balthasar

“Man is the creature with a mystery in his heart 
that is bigger than himself.”



The Descending Movement of the Lord’s Prayer

	 Our Father who art in heaven, 
	hallowed be thy name. 
  	Thy kingdom come.  
  	Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

    	 Give us this day our daily bread, 
    	 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us, 
    	and lead us not into temptation,  
    	 but deliver us from evil. 



The Lord of the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,   
	 “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father” (John 14:8) 

hallowed be thy name. 
	 “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me” (John 17:6) 
Thy kingdom come.  

“I must proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God . . . for I was 
sent for this purpose.” (Luke 4:43) 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
	 “My food is to do the will of him who sent me” (John 4:34) 

“My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I 
will, but as you will. . . .  may your will be done” (Matt. 26:39, 42)  



The Lord of the Lord’s Prayer

Give us this day our daily bread,  

   “I am the bread of life” (John 6:35) 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us,  

  “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34) 

and lead us not into temptation,   

“For because he himself has suffered and been tempted, he is able to help 
those who are tempted” (Heb. 4:15) 

but deliver us from evil. 

“My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect 
them from the evil one.” (John 17:15) 



The Structure of the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, 

	hallowed be thy name. 
  	Thy kingdom come. 
  	Thy will be done 
     
on earth as it is in heaven. 

    	 Give us this day our daily bread, 
    	 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us, 
    	and lead us not into temptation,  
    	 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
    	 and the power, and the glory, 
    	 for ever and ever. 
    	Amen.



The Structure of the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name. (honour) 
  Thy kingdom come. (kingship) 
  Thy will be done (obedience) 
     
on earth as it is in heaven. 

    	 Give us this day our daily bread, (provision) 
    	 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us, (forgiveness) 
    	and lead us not into temptation,  (guidance) 
    	 but deliver us from evil. (protection) 

For thine is the kingdom, 
    	 and the power, and the glory, 
    	 for ever and ever. 
    	Amen.

Contemplation 
(“thy” petitions)



The Structure of the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, 

	hallowed be thy name. (honour) 
  	Thy kingdom come. (kingship) 
  	Thy will be done (obedience) 
     
on earth as it is in heaven. 

    	 Give us this day our daily bread, (provision) 
    and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us, (forgiveness) 
    and lead us not into temptation,  (guidance) 
    but deliver us from evil. (protection) 

For thine is the kingdom, 
    	 and the power, and the glory, 
    	 for ever and ever. 
    	Amen.

Action 
(“us” petitions)



The Structure of the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, 

	hallowed be thy name. (honour) 
  	Thy kingdom come. (kingship) 
  	Thy will be done (obedience) 
     
on earth as it is in heaven. 

    	 Give us this day our daily bread, (provision) 
    	 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us, (forgiveness) 
    	and lead us not into temptation,  (guidance) 
    	 but deliver us from evil. (protection) 

For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. 
    Amen.

Contemplation



Martin Luther

How One Should Pray: For Master 
Peter the Barber (1535)



A Simple Way to Pray

• the last of twenty-one 
publications on the Lord’s 
Prayer by Luther


• Written for one of his oldest and 
best friends, Master Peter, 
whom he’d known for at least 
eighteen years


• Based on the structure of 
Luther’s Small Catechism, 
which he regarded as one of his 
most important works


• Shortly after Luther wrote this, 
Master Peter was plunged into 
tragedy



A Simple Way to Pray

• “This in short is the way I use 
the Lord’s Prayer when I pray it.  
To this day I suckle at the Lord’s 
Prayer like a child, and as an old 
man eat and drink from it and 
never get my fill.”


• About the Ten Commandments 
he says, “I take one part after 
another and . . . divide each 
commandment into four parts, 
thereby fashioning a garland of 
four strands.”


• Same for petitions of Lord’s 
prayer: instruction, thanksgiving, 
confession, prayer





C. S. Lewis

Letters to Malcolm: Chiefly on 
Prayer (1964)



Letters to Malcolm

• Lewis’s last book, published posthumously


• He had long wanted to write a book on prayer, but the 
breakthrough came when he decided to write it as an “overhead 
conversation” in a fictional correspondence.


• Written to Malcolm (married to Betty with a son George), the 
fiction done so well that many have thought it was real!


• Two laymen discussing together their problems in prayer.


• Topics include the liturgy, set versus extempore prayers, 
imagination in prayer, causality and prayer, prayer and 
personality, suffering and doing God’s will, mysticism, the body in 
prayer, and using the Lord’s prayer to structure our prayers.



Letters to Malcolm

• Chapter 5 on his practice of “festooning” the Lord’s Prayer


“I call them ‘festoons’, by the way, because they don’t (I trust) 
obliterate the plain, public sense of the petition but are merely 
hung on it.”


A pattern of concentric circles, like the waves the ripple out after a 
pebble hits the water: “And here can of course be taken not only 
for ‘in my heart’, but for ‘in this college’—in England—in the world 
in general.”



The Lord’s Prayer  
as Jazz A structure for improvisation



― Wynton Marsalis

“Jazz is not just 'Well, man, this is what I feel 
like playing.' It's a very structured thing that 

comes down from a tradition and requires a lot 
of thought and study.” 



Improvising on the themes of the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, 

	hallowed be thy name. (honour) 
  	Thy kingdom come. (kingship) 
  	Thy will be done (obedience) 
     
on earth as it is in heaven. 

    	 Give us this day our daily bread, (provision) 
    	 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us, (forgiveness) 
    	and lead us not into temptation,  (guidance) 
    	 but deliver us from evil. (protection) 

For thine is the kingdom, 
    	 and the power, and the glory, 
    	 for ever and ever. 
    	Amen.


