
 
God: Judge and King ~ Psalm 9 MT/English 

A Psalm of David 

1 I will give thanks to I AM with my whole heart; 

  I will recount all of your wonderful deeds.  

2  I will rejoice and exult in you; 

  I will sing praise to your name, O Most High.  

 
3 When my enemies turn back, 

  they stumble and perish before your presence.  

4 For you have maintained my just cause; 

  sitting enthroned as the one who judges righteously.  

 
5  You have rebuked the nations and destroyed the wicked; 

  you have blotted out their name forever and ever.  

6 The enemy is no more–––ruins everlasting; 

      you have uprooted their cities; even their memory has perished.  

 
7 But I AM sits enthroned (reigns) forever; 

  he has established his throne for judgment. 

8 And he judges the world in righteousness; 

  he governs the peoples with equity.  

 

9 I AM is  a stronghold for the oppressed (“crushed”), 

  a stronghold in times of trouble.  

10 And those who know your name put their trust in you, 

  for you, I AM, do not abandon those who seek you.   
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:q®d̀Rx f¶Epwøv a#E;sIkVlŒ D;tVb¶AvÎy 

 

o¡Dv∂r D;t √d∞A;bIa M̂ywøgœ D;t √r ∞AoÎ…g 6 

:d̀RoÎw M¶DlwøoVl Dty#IjDmŒ M¶DmVv 

jAx¶RnQDl tw#øb∂rFj …w;m¶A;t —b∏´ywøàDh 7 
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Psalm 9 MT/English 

11  Sing praises to I AM, enthroned in Zion! 

  Proclaim among the peoples his deeds!  

12 For he who avenges blood remembers; 

  he  does not forget the cry of the afflicted.  

 

13  Be gracious to me, I AM!  
 See my affliction from [the hands of] those who hate me; 
  you who lift me up from the gates of death,  

14 that I may recount all your praises, 

  in the gates of the daughter of Zion  

   [and there] rejoice in your salvation.  

 

15  The nations have sunk in the pit that they made; 

  in the net that they hid, their own foot has been caught.  

16 I AM has made himself known; he has executed judgment; 

  the wicked are snared in the work of their own hands.  
  Higgaion.  Selah –[resounding music] 

 
17  The wicked shall return to Sheol (“the realm of the dead”); 

  all the nations that forget God.  

18  For the needy shall never be forgotten; 

  the hope of the poor shall never perish.  

 

19   Arise, I AM! Let not mortal man prevail; 

  let the nations be judged in your presence.  

20 Strike them in fear, I AM; 

  Let the nations know that they are mere mortals! Selah 
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 Man: Predator and Prey ~ Psalm 10 MT/English 

1  Why, I AM, do you stand far off? 

  Why do you hide yourself in times of trouble?  

2  In their arrogance the wicked hotly pursue the poor; 

  let them be caught in the schemes that they have devised.  

 

3 For the wicked boast about the cravings of his soul, 

  and he blesses the greedy and reviles I AM.  

4 In the pride of his face the wicked never seeks him;  

  [in] all his thoughts there is no room for God.  

 

5 His ways prosper at all times; 

  your judgments are on high, out of his sight; (beyond him) 

   as for all his foes, he snorts (“blows”) at them.  

6 He says in his heart, “I shall not be moved; 

  throughout all generations I shall not meet adversity.” oath 

 

7 His mouth is filled with deceit and tyrannical oppression; 

   under his tongue are mischief and iniquity.  

8 He sits in ambush in the villages; 

  in hiding places he murders the innocent. 
     

   His eyes stealthily watch for the helpless.  

9        He lurks [“lie in ambush”] in secret like a lion in his thicket;   

 he lurks that he may seize the poor; 

   he seizes the poor when he draws him into his net.  
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Psalm 10 MT/English 

10 The helpless are crushed, sink down, 

  and fall by his might.  

11 He says in his heart, “God has forgotten, 

  he has hidden his face, he will never see it.”  

 

12 Arise, I AM,  O God, lift up your hand; 

   forget not the afflicted.  

13 Why does the wicked renounce God 

  and say in his heart, “You will not  call to account”?  

 

14 But you do see, for you note mischief and vexation, 

  that you may take it into your hands; 

  to you the helpless commits himself; 

  you have been the helper of the fatherless.  

 

15 Break the arm of the wicked and evildoer; 

   call his wickedness to account till you find none.  

16 I AM is king forever and ever; 

  the  nations perish from his land.  

 
17 I AM, you hear the desire of the afflicted; 

  you will strengthen their heart; you will incline your ear 

18 to do justice to the fatherless and the oppressed, 

  so that never again will earthly mortals strike terror. 
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God: Judge and King1 

Psalm 9  
I. The King’s Praise: Vision after Victory               9:1-12 

a  David praises the name of the LORD for his wondrous deeds of justice 1-2 

b Recounting God’s demonstrates his commitment to his king  3-4 
 by defeating the enemies of the king   

c Praise for God’s everlasting judgment upon the king’s enemies:  5-6 
 their names effaced, their cities in eternal ruin  

[Now the poet extrapolates from the specific victory to God’s universal 
reign. The vindication of God’s king in freeing the oppressed and punishing 
the oppressor is now given to all who call on his name––especially those 
who have no rights and are poor and oppressed.] 

 
 c’ Praise for God’s rule over all the nations which is strengthened  7-8 
  and established in righteousness  

 b’ Praise that the poor, just like the chosen king,  9-10 
  find refuge in the name of the LORD   

a’ David’s invites all God’s people to praise the name of LORD  11-12 
 for his wondrous deeds of justice  
 

II. The King’s Lament and Petition: Vision in Adversity 9:13-20 

a The king petitions God to rescue him from the gates of Sheol  13-14 
 in order that he may sing praise in the gates of Zion  

b The king’s praise for God’s faithful and just judgment  15-16 

a’ The destiny of the wicked––forgotten in Sheol; 17-18 
     contrasted with the hope of the needy––never forgotten   

 b’ The king urgently summons God to execute justice  19-20 
  on an international scale bringing a complete end  
  to the tyrannical terror driven by human pride  
 

                                                        
1 Titles of the main headings are adapted from Derek Kidner, Psalms 1-72 (TOTC: Leicester: 

InterVarsity Press, 1973), 68-72. 



Man: Predator and Prey 
Psalm 10 

III. Lament: The Enigma of the Hidden God 10:1-11 

a David’s lament that God seems far away, while the wicked act  1-2 
   with impunity; and his petition that they fall by their own devices   

b The blasphemy of the wicked against God  3-4 

x The brazen arrogance of the wicked bolstered by success  5-6 

b’ The tyrannical violence of the wicked against the helpless  7-8ab 

a’ The successful ambush of the poor by the wicked who act with  8c-11 
   impunity; God is far away and thus there will be no repercussions  

(Note: This strophe is double in length to give the impression of the wicked 
relishing and gloating in their uncontested victory.) 

 
IV. Petition: The Awakening of God  10:12-18 

a The king’s petition for God to rise up and vindicate the poor  12-13 
 

b The king’s confidence in God’s omniscience and justice  14 
 

a’ The king’s petition of God to break the power of the wicked,  15   
     which will further establish his throne over all the nations  

 
     b’ The king’s confidence in God’s supreme justice to vindicate the  16-18 
           afflicted and deal a death blow to every form of human terror  
 

(Note: This final strophe is double in length to match and subdue the pride of the 
wicked and bury them forever in the dust.) 

 


